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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
—— Tenders from such persons as be willing 
Railway Material. to supply Buffers, &c. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, $.W., and Tenders are to be delivered at that office 
by 2 o’clock p.m. on Tuesday, 16th inst., after which time no 
Tender will be received. 


CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 
trade received at the Canadian Government 
Offices, Victoria Street, S.W., where further 
information may be obtained. 

Home Enquiries——The proprietors of a fluid for preventing and 
removing incrustation in land and marine boilers are desirous of 


A 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 
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introducing the article into the Canadian market, where they are 
not as yet represented. 

The patentees of a zinc-light ventilator desire to have their 
goods placed on the Canadian market, and would be glad to hear 
of an agent who could push their business 


Canadian Enquiry.—'he addresses of a few buyers of iron ores— 
specular and red hematite, &c.—are asked for by a correspondent 
in Nova Scotia. 


Foreign Enguiry.—-Enquiry has come from Dresden for the 
names of the most important firms in Canada trading in asbestos, 
and of asbestos mine owners. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 
Curator of which Section further particulars 
may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—The manufacturers of a well-known description 
of gas and oil engines ask to be placed in communication with a 
responsible Canadian house prepared to undertake the sale of their 
engines in Canada. 

A Scotch house possessing a connection in the upholstery 

, trade would be pleased to hear from Canadian shippers of feathers. 

Canadian Enquiries——A Canadian Company putting up a con- 
siderable number of 50-lb. boxes of evaporated apples would like 
to hear from importers of these goods and of vinegar made from 
pure cider. 

A Canadian commission house invites correspondence from 
United Kingdom importers of lard, bacon, apples, peas and beans, 
seeds, chrome iron and other minerals. 

A firm in St, John, New Brunswick, writes that possessing 
facilities for producing cloth boards upon a considerable scale, 
they would like to quote’ upon specifications of requirements. 


Enquiries 
relating to Trade. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of lith ult. 
Tenders for Oils  22Bownces that Tenders are invited for the 

xg weld supply of the following oils required for the 
for Cape Govern- vice of the Railway Department during 


ment Railways. 11, year 1901 :— 
74,000 gallons of castor oil. 
11,000 gallons of lard oil. 
109,000 gallons of paraffin oil. 
Samples of the castor oil may be inspected and Forms of Tender, 
Conditions of Contract, and all other particulars may be obtained 
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at the Railway Stores, Cape Town, Port Elizabeth, and East 
London. 

Sealed Tenders (in original only), addressed to the Controller 
and Auditor-General, Cape Town, marked outside “Tender for 
Oils,” will be received up to noon on Thurday, 15th November, 
1900. 

The lowest or any Tender not necessarily accepted. 


QUEENSLAND. 


A communication has been received at the Board of Trade from the 
— Brisbane Chamber of Commerce enclosing a 
Electri “id htin notification from the Secretary of the Brisbane 
Hospital to the effect that the Committee of 
that Hospital are contemplating the introduc- 
— tion of steam machinery in the departments of 
the laundry and kitchen, and the installation of a hot water supply 
and possibly the electric light. The number of inmates to be 
provided for is at present upwards of 300 with a possibility of 
increase to, say, 500 in the future. 
Any communication on this subject may be sent direct to the 
Secretary of the Brisbane Hospital, or through the Secretary of 
the Brisbane Chamber of Commerce. 


RUSSIA. 


In the report of H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, recently received 
Agriculteral it stated that the 
Sachinersy. emand for agricultural machinery is increasing 

each season in the district of Theodosia, and 
during last spring about 15 sets of steam threshing machines 
were sold, most of which were supplied by German makers. 

Hitherto this kind of machinery has been supplied almost entirely 

by British makers, as those of German make were not suited to the 

country, but during the last two years German makers have been 
altermg and copying those of the British makers, and in order to 
push their machines on the market have sold them somewhat 
cheaper; for instance, in 1899, British makers increased their 
prices over those of the previous year by about 7 per cent., 
whereas the German makers have been selling at 1898 prices. 
Binders and reapers of American make are also being introduced, 
and a fair business has been done in this kind of machinery. The 
manual delivery reaper of Russian make is still, however, most in 
demand. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,522.) 
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NORWAY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at 


Seis Se Christiania, stating that Tenders are invited by 


¥ one of the Stavanger Corporation for the establishment 
of electrical communication or transmission of 
Water Power. 


power from the Altesrig Waterfalls to Stavanger, 
a distance of about 39 kilometres, in accordance with the plans of 
a civil engineer named Schoien. 

Tenders must be received by the 2nd January, 1901. 

Further information may be obtained on application direct to 
Mr. E. Berentsen, British Vice-Consul, Stavanger. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 124 of the 

“Board of Trade Journal” for 19th July, 
Suntere Hee Woter relating to the concession of a contract for the 
Works and Pipes. onstruction of works for conveying water from 
El Campo de la Verdad to a junction with the line from La 
Quinta to the city of Burgos,.a notification appeared in the 
“ Madrid Gazette” for 26th ult., stating that as no Tenders were 
received within the specified time the contract is again offered, and 
bids will be received up to 31st inst. under modified conditions, 
the upset price for a portion of the works to be carried out having 
been increased by 10 per cent. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 27th ult. contains a notice inviting 
Tenders for a tramway concession at Zaragoza. 
sean The Tenders will be received up to the 27th 
Commestion. November next. Particulars of the conditions of 
the concession will be found in the Gazette referred to, which may 
be seen on application at the Offices of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., on any 
date between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 29th ult. publishes a notification of 
the Ministry of Finance stating that Tenders 


Ww aaa t wiil be received up to the 3rd November for 
a g = the execution of certain works in connection 
- with the Almaden mines, and for the exploita- 


tion of the said mines during 1901, the maximum price admissible 
being 92,000 pesetas. Particulars may be obtained from the 
Direccion General de Propriedades y Derechos del Estado, Madrid. 


or 
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The “ Madrid Gazette” of the 30th ult. publishes notices of the 
Spanish Ministry of Marine, stating that the 

torpedo gun-boat ‘‘Temerario” willbe sold on 
port. 15th December at Ferrol by public auction, in 

which foreign subjects as well as native may take part, and 
that the sale of the transport ‘‘General Valdés,” a paddle boat, 
will take place on the 30th October at Cadiz. Particulars in each 
case may be obtained from the Negociado cuarto de la Direccién 
del Material, Ministerio de Marina, Madrid, or at the offices of 
the Ministry at Ferrol in the first case, and at Cadiz in the second. 


The same Gazette also contains a notification to the effect that 
Tenders will be received up to the 8th November 
next, by the Municipality of Vélez Blanco, for a 
contract for lighting that town by electricity 


Tender for 
Electric Lighting. 


for twenty years. 


The copies of the “Gazettes” referred to may be seen on 
application to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., on any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


PORTUGAL. 


According to a notice published in the “Diario do Governo ” of 
——a the 24th September, the Municipality of 
ie cage or tie Lisbon will be prepared to receive, up to the 
Cupply of certain inst., Tenders for the supply of 

Goods to the various goods for municipal works to be carried 

Municipality. = out in 1901. The articles required include 
Portland cement, iron wire nails, lead in bars, iron manu- 
factures, &c. 

Full particulars may be obtained from the Secretary of the 
Camara Municipal, Lisbon. 


ITALY. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a despatch 
Tenders for Pine- fiom H.M. Consul at Naples, stating that 
onal ont ‘Tenders are invited by the Naval Administra- 
Upholste tion at that city, not later than the 9th and 
P 7” 12th October next respectively, for the supply 
of pinewood and upholstery. 
Such particulars as have been received may be examined on 
personal application at the Commercial Department of the Foreign 
Office any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m, 
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MEXICO. 


The British Vice-Consul at Monterey points out in his recent 
: report that Monterey is a large mining and 
manufacturing centre, but the of 
pasebbedientevey and manufacturing tools is singularly deficient. 
The remedy, which has been repeatedly 
suggested, is that several wholesale houses in England should 
combine to establish a general warehouse in a central locality, 
which would be well supplied with all such articles as are 
required in mining, agriculture, smelting, manufacturing, &Xc., 
under the management of a competent man having had special 
experience in these lines. Until some such method be adopted 
it will be difficult for English houses to compete with American, 
and the difference in trade, which every year seems greater 
in favour of the United States, will continue to increase. The 
capital thus invested would not fail to bring good returns, but 
the management must be competent to know what articles are 
specially in demand, and what actual advantages over other foreign 
manufactures can be proved to purchasers. At present the trade 
in hardware is exclusively in the hands of the Germans, and it is use- 
less for English firms to send representatives to Monterey to push 
their manufactures through these German houses. They buy only 
the cheaper grade of goods, and as their profits in the still inferior 
grade of German goods is so much greater, the sale of the British 
product is not pushed, but such manufactures are merely kept as 
a reserve for those who should insist on getting a superior article. 
The immense increase in mining and smelting operations opens. 
up a large field for such goods as are essential to these operations, 
and no time should be lost in securing at least a share of the 
trade. 

It is worthy of note that many British firms continue to 
be represented by foreigners as travelling salesmen. Of these, 
Germans seem to predominate. These sometimes represent more 
than one firm, and not unusually a German house among them. 
It is to be supposed that where such salesmen come in contact 
with the numerous German houses established throughout Mexico, 
principally in the hardware lines, preference will be given to the 
sale of manufactures of that nation. The Vice-Consul asks 
“ Cannot British firms find it to their advantage to have Britons to 
represent them in the commercial field ?” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,527.) 
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RUSSIAN TRADE WITH NORTHERN AND 
CENTRAL PERSIA. 


A despatch, dated 10th September, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Batoum, forwarding translation 
of an article published in a Russian journal (the “ Kavkaz”) of the 
24th August/6th September, relative to the development of Russian 
trade in the Northern and Central Provinces of Persia, to the 
encouragement of which, according to the Consul, a large portion 
of the Russian press is now devoting considerable time and energy. 

The article states that a meeting of the representatives of the 
largest manufacturing firms was recently held at the Nijni-Nov- 
gorod Fair, under the chairmanship of Mr. F. A. Yasuninsky, the 
President of the Fair Exchange Committee, in respect to the 
question of increasing the export of Russian manufactured 
products to Persia. 

A series of questions of a private character were raised at the 
meeting, which related to the general topic under discussion. At 
first the meeting endeavoured to clear up the question relative to 
the existing general situation of direct relations with Persian 
tradespeople, and it was found that several firms had alread 
attempted to establish such relations, but that the results attained 
had not been satisfactory. 

The principal reasons for the failure of Russian manufacturers 
to establish direct trade relations, were attributed, at the meeting, 
to the existing unsatisfactory economic condition of Persia during 
the past few years, owing to which, the sale of goods to Persian 
traders for cash was almost inadmissible, and that credit trans- 
actions with Persia were unsatisfactory. Less than 12 months 
credit would not be accepted, besides which, the credit itself was 
in no way guaranteed. ‘These considerations gave the meeting 
the excuse in principle, to come to the conclusion that the mos‘ 
trustworthy form of trade relations with Persia consists in an 
exchange trade, as was in vogue among the Caucasian traders who 
had intermediary relations with Persia, and who exchanged manu- 
factured goods for Persian—fruits, cotton, rice, &c., &. 

It was evident from the data to hand regarding the export of 
manufactured goods to Persia, that the most important trade was 
carried on in coloured prints (of the Adrianople pattern), and this 
was due to the existence of a higher rate of return daty on this 
class of goods than on others, which circumstance gave them pre- 
cedence over others. 

The subsequent proceedings of the meeting brought to light 
that the principal market, at the present moment, for the sale of 
manufactured goods for Persia, was Baku. 

The whole trade with Persia in Russian manufactured goods is 
concentrated at Tabreez and Resht, whereas operations with krans 


8 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Oct.4, 1900. 


Russian Trade with Northern and Central Persia. 


can only be effected at Tehran, owing to the absence of branch offices 
at the two mentioned places, and traders are therefore compelled 
to go 400 versts (265 miles) out of their way in order to deposit 
securities for krans. 

The meeting did not come to any definite conclusions. 

A communication which was received at the Fair a short time 
ago from the Russian Imperial Vice-Consul in Seistan may be 
noticed here as illustrating the condition of the demand for Russian 
manufactured goods in Persia. 

It appears that an Anglo-Indian merchant of Seistan applied to 
the Vice-Consul a short time back, with the request that he might 
be furnished with information as to the price per English yard at 
which a Russian firm would undertake to supply him with 
Russian half-cloth (moleskina) and prints. Samples these 
goods were at the same time produced, with a statement that it 
would be desirable to have such goods in Seistan. According to 
the Vice-Consul, the demand for Russian half-cloth of light sandy 
and coffee colours of every shade, and also black, blue, and bright 
green colours, for fustian stuffs and prints, is so’ great, that these 
goods have already made their way as far as Seistan, Afghanistan, 
and Beloochistan. The great demand for Russian goods of this 
kind is explained by their durability, cheapness and relation to the 
tastes of the uatives. 

This Anglo-Indian merchant proposes, according to the Vice- 
Consul, to export Russian-made half-cloths and prints to India, 
where, in his opinion, they will find a great sale. 

Among other things, the Vice-Consul in Seistan applied to the 
Vikuli Morozoff Company with the request that he should be 
furnished with samples of cotton and woollen goods in order to 
acquaint the local population with the Russian manufacturing 
industry. Owing to the fact that hardly any Russian goods reach 
Seistan, the population is now obliged to purchase expensive 
Anglo-Indian, German, French, and Austrian stuffs which do not 
suit its taste. The Vice-Consul: has also sent samples of these 
non-Russian goods, which, on being examined, were found to be 
very badly manufactured, and coloured with dye stuffs which lose 
their colours. 

The Vice-Consul promises to do all in his power to develop 
Russian trade in Seistan and its adjacent countries. Among 
other things, the information he communicates in regard to the 
means of transport of goods from Askabad to Persia is not 
uninteresting. 

The charges for transport between Askabad and Meshed vary 
according to the season of the year. During winter ‘and when 
the thaws set in, one rouble per poud is charged, in the summer 
from 50 to 30, and even as low as 25 copecks per poud is charged. 
The goods are transported a distance of 380 versts (250 mules) 
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along a metalled road, in big, covered-in vehicles (fourgons) with 
four horses harnessed abreast. 

The company carriers engaged in the transport of goods between 
these points are represented exclusively by the ‘“ Russian Trans- 
port and Insurance of Goods Company.” Most of the merchandise 
is, however, carried by private individuals, of Russian nationality, 
and by naturalised Persian-Russian subjects. 

According to paragraph 3 of a special agreement entered upon 
between Russia and Persia on the 10th of February, 1828, a 
Customs duty is reciprocally exacted on all goods exported to 
Persia and imported from Persia into Russia. 

From Meshed to Seistan the cost of transport of 100 Meshed 
mens (1 men = 73 lbs.), which load is distributed in equal parts 
on two camels is 10 tumans (100 krans). The exchange of krans 
fluctuates considerably between 50 and 56 roubles to the 100 
- tumans (1,000 krans). ‘The time occupied by camels in perform~ 
ing the journey between Mesbed and Seistan is 30 days. Transport 
by mules is more expensive, but they take less time on the journey ; 
for long distances, however, camels are preferred. No other 
expenses are connected with the transport of goods to Seistan. 

In confronting this most highly interesting report of the Russian 
Vice-Consul in Seistan with the above-mentioned meeting of 
manufacturers, the official organ of the Ministry of Finance comes 
to the following interesting deductions. On the one part, Russian 
goods find their way into Persia by themselves, and on arrival 
there find a brisk demand, seeing that they are cheaper and more 
durable when compared with other foreign goods; on the other hand, 
an Anglo-Indian merchant proposes to trade in these goods, and 
yet Russian merchants complain of the cumbersome conditions of 
commercial relations with Persia which prevent the development 
of exports to that country. 

The abnormal state of such things is in reality fully apparent. 
It is clear that the reasons which prevent the successful sale of 
goods of Russian manufacturing industry in Persia and its neigh- 
bouring Eastern States, do not exclusively depend on unsatisfactory 
local conditions, but also on a certain amount of inertness on the 
part of Russian traders, together with the insufficient knowledge 
they have of the conditions of the local markets. A wise and 
conscientious activity by Russian agents in the east, will most 
certainly in the second instance, be the means whereby light will 
be thrown on the dark sides of the question, and it is hoped, that 
the exertions of the Russian Vice-Consul in Seistan will serve as a 
beneficial example in regard to future action, and will bring about 
the desired results. 


i 


10 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. (Oct. 4, 1900. 


THE RUSSIAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that according to a return published by the 
Ministry of Finance, the Russian mercantile marine on 1st January 
last numbered 657 steamers of the estimated value of 9,251,000/. 
and 2,143 sailing vessels of the value of 1,510,000/. Of the 
steamers, nearly all are of foreign construction (mostly British), 
but of the sailing vessels, a large proportion were built in the 
Baltic provinces. Of the above detailed vessels 159 steamers and 
460 sailing vessels have been added to the mercantile navy within 
the last three years. 

Odessa is the chief port of registry in the Black Sea. Accord- 
ing to the Customs returns the number of vessels registered there on 
1st January, 1899, was 265 steamers and 535 sailing vessels, and. 
on Ist January, 1900, 282 steamers and 540 sailing vessels. Seven- 
teen new steamers were added to the mercantile fleet, 11 of which 
were large ocean-going steamers aggregating 13,434 tons and six 
smaller steamers of 2,212 tons, also five sailing vessels of 214 tons. 

The Russian Steam Navigation Company is the largest Russian 


shipping undertaking. Its fleet on Ist January, 1900, consisted of 


37 passenger steamers, seven cargo-passenger steamers, and 
19 cargo steamers. The “Diana,” a large vessel of 7,500 
registered tons, built in England, and two smaller steamers were 
added to the fleet in 1899. As British yards were unable to 
accept further work, orders were placed at Kiel for three large 
vessels, the “ Jupiter,” ‘“‘ Mercury,” and “ Palada,” for trade between 
Odessa and the Far East and the Baltic and Black Seas ; also for 
one tank and two river steamers for the Dnieper. The business 
of this company increased so much that it had to charter vessels to 
accommodate the traffic. 

The Russian Volunteer Fleet on lst January consisted of six 
fast cruisers and eight cargo vessels, with an aggregate cargo- 
carrying capacity of 88,709 tons. ‘The ‘ Moscow,” a fast cargo- 
carrying cruiser, of 14,000 tons displacement, was added to the 
fleet in 1899. A second ‘‘ Moscow ”"—the “ Poltava”—is now 
under construction in England. 

The number of sailings for the Far East was 31, as against 30 
in 1898. 1,836 passengers, 13,344 soldiers and families, 7,459 
emigrants, and 833 convicts were conveyed to the Far East in 1899. 
The cargo carried was 83,130 tons, including 51,500 tons of Govern- 
ment stores, munitions of war, and railway material, and 26,400 
tons of merchandise belonging to commercial firms and individuals. 
The homeward cargo amounted to 30,321 tons, of which 30,113 
tons belonged to private firms, and 208 tons to Government. 
Among the arrivals from the Far East there were 7,410 time- 
expired soldiers and 607 passengers. 

The principal goods shipped from Odessa to the Far East were 
grain, flour, sugar, butter, margarine, tobacco, beer, cement, iron 
and steel rails, paraffin oil, lubricating oils, earthenware, glass 
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and looking-glass, machinery, paper, leather, textiles, wearing 
apparel, instruments and implements. 

Attention is drawn to the small quantity of salt shipped (only 
300 tons), whereas the demand is several thousands of tons in the 
opinion of the Department of Trade. The price of salt in the Far 
East is said to be as high as 4s. 3d. per 36 lbs. 

On the homeward voyages the cargo brought to Odessa is 
principally tea from China and Ceylon, copra, castor oil seed, and 
groceries. 

The vessels of the Volunteer Fleet also conveyed 19,000 con- 
scripts from Odessa and other ports in South Russia to Batoum. 

The present disturbances in China have considerably increased 
the work of this company, and, at present, the law which came 
into effect on 14th January, 1900, restricting the carrying trade 
between Russian ports, wherever situated, to vessels under the 
Russian flag, is not being enforced. 

To encourage emigration to the Far East, the fares for intending 
settlers by vessels of the Volunteer Fleet have been reduced to 
80 r. (about 8 guineas) for adults, 40 r. for children between the 
ages of 2 and 12, and infants free of charge, while their luggage 
is now carried at the rate of 50 c. per poud (1s. 1d. per 36 lbs.) 
A considerable diversion in favour of the overland route is expected, 
owing to the low fares advertised on the Siberian railway; a 
journey, say, from Kieff to Khabarovsk, would, under the present 
tariff, cost about 25 r. (21. 12s.). 

A new company (the Russian Eastern Asiatic) is being formed 
at Odessa. In October, 1899, it purchased a British steamer, now 
named the “ Manchuria.” The acquisition of five new ships is 
contemplated. These vessels are to run between Odessa and the 
Far East. The formation of the steamship company “ Neptune,” 
with a capital of 214,000/., has received the sanction of the 
Minister of Finance; also of the steamship company “ Russ,” 
with a capital ot 107,000/., and another company to be named the 
Ocean Steamship Company, likewise with a capital of 214,000/. 
All these companies are to trade with the Far East. The Union 
Steamship Company of Copenhagen obtained permission to transfer 
seven vessels of 18,000 tons to the Russian flag, in order, by so 
doing, to continue to participate in the Baltic-Black Sea trade, 
which is now reserved exclusively to vessels under the Russian flag. 

The trade between the Baltic and Black Seas is beginning to 
develop, though it is still very small. The shipments from Odessa 
amounted to 25,987 tons, and from the ports on the Baltic to 
27,600 tons in 1899. 

The shipments from Odessa consist of sugar, tobacco, flour, wine, 
fruit, cement, lead, confectionery, salted fish, iron, steel, rice, &c, 
The merchandise brought to Odessa consists principaily of manu- 
factured goods, paper, vodka, cocoanut oil, jute bags, india-rubber 
goods, gunpowder, paints, &c. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,522.) 
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COMBINATION IN THE SPIRIT TRADE IN GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General at Berlin, in his recent report to the 
Foreign Office, says that the year 1899 will be remembered in the 
spirit manufacture as the date of the founding of the “Central 
fiir Spiritus-Verwerthung.” During the last 20 years several 
attempts have been made to combine under one direction al! the 
German distilleries. These efforts have hitherto failed. In 1899 
the attempt was renewed to unite the brandy production and the 
manufacture of spirit, and at the same time to form a monopoly 
for the wholesale business in these articles. The plan has at last 
succeeded. All producers and manufacturers’ have by this act 
sacrificed their independence. 

The spirit manufacturers felt themselves obliged to concur, for 
fear of not being able otherwise to obtain the raw material, and 
the producers were obliged to submit to the demands and to follow 
the example of their more prominent economic leaders. 

This “Central fiir Spiritus-Verwerthung” is a thoroughly 
unique organisation. It consists of three bodies—the distillers, 
the spirit manufacturers, and those who combine both industries. 
The organisation has to make all necessary business arrangements, 
to manage the sales, and settle the monetary accounts of all the 
participators. The actual contractor is the “ Union of Distillers,” 
while the spirit manufacturers receive certain sums for refining, 
warehousing, loan of casks, reservoirs, &c. The spirit manu- 
facturers work for a fixed remuneration, but the distillers take the 
whole risk of the undertaking, this risk being compensated for by 
the prospect of considerable profits. , 

The large capital necessary for such a gigantic enterprise has 
been provided by making use of all moneys and plant already 
existing in the trade. For this reason, the retail merchants are 
not shut out, but are also allowed to participate on condition of 
the payment of a certain commission to the distillers. In the 
same way, the refiners buy the raw spirit from the distilleries on 
payment of the above-mentioned commission, and deliver according 
to the dictation of the ‘“‘ Central ” chiefly to their former clients. 

A capital of 320,000/. has been placed at the disposal of the 
“Central” by whom all accounts are settled. The directors of 
the “Central” are competent persons formerly employed in the 
“ Verkauf Stelle Deutscher Spiritfabrikanten.” A committee of 
distillers and another of refiners issue the various necessary 
regulations. To these committees was added a sub-committee of 
retail spirit merchants (‘destillateur”) who, however, are only 
allowed to report, but who have in no case a vote in determining 
the selling price of spirit. This sub-committee ceased to exist in 
the course of the present year. The accounts are settled in the 
November of the ensuing season. 

The undertaking differs from a trust principally in this respect, 
that the spirit ring does not limit the production in order to 
maintain a remunerative selling price. The ring is, moreover, 
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actively employed in extending the trade by making spirit avail- 
able for various trade purposes, particularly those of heating and 
lighting. 

The *‘Central” has a separate department in which arrange- 
ments are made with railway and other authorities for the intro- 
duction of novelties in spirit lamps, and cooking and heating 
apparatus. One great means by which these aims are furthered 
is the cheapening of denaturated spirit, the ‘“‘ Central” giving it 
comparatively cheaper than spirit. Another means of combating 
a possible over-production is the encouragement and extension of 
the export trade. It is, however, asserted by competent authori- 
ties that the export of German spirit to the United Kingdom, the 
Levant, to Africa, and to the other comparatively few lands where 
German spirit finds a market, is not likely to be of such importance 
as to warrant the increase to any appreciable extent of the home 
production. 

Again in Russia, the spirit monopoly has allowed a somewhat 
greater freedom in the production of spirit in Russia which is a 
little over the home demand; it is probable, therefore, that the 
export will increase. In Austria, too, and in Russia, American 
spirit trusts have been founded with gigantic capital, the purpose 
of which is evidently to throw as much spirit as possible on the 
world’s market. 

All these facts point to the improbability of an increase in the 


German export trade. It is true that the ‘‘ Central” has formed 


a connection with two of the most important Hamburg spirit 
export firms with the avowed object of increasing the export, but 
by no means the whole of the Hamburg export trade is in the 
hands of the ring. Under these circumstances it will be interest- 
ing to watch the ultimate fate of the ring. 

One-fifth of the German spirit production has remained 
altogether independent. A certain number of spirit manufac- 
turers, too, have not joined the ring. This competition is, however, 
inconsiderable, as the distilleries in question only do a local trade, 
and very few of them are large. A not unimportant fact is, how- 
ever, that a number of noted producers, in order to maintain their 
independence, have united, and have erected a spirit factory with all 
the latest improvements and of great extent in the neighbourhood 
of Berlin, in order to rectify their spirit, and to negotiate its sale. 

The ring will have an estimated duration of nine years, which 
includes the rest of the running and the whole forthcoming ‘“ con- 
tingent” period (quantity of alcohol which may be for a certain 
time produced at a lower rate). 

A certain number of distillers who were unwilling to sacrifice 
their independence for so long a period as nine years were allowed 
to join the ring for periods of one, two, or three years. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,523.) 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF FRENCH GUINEA. 


In an article on French Guinea published in the “ Dépéche 
Coloniale” of 21st ult. M. Emile Galland states that of late 
years the economic development of the colony has been very 
marked. The value of the imports which was 305,500I. in 1897, 
increased to 360,8001. in 1898 and 617,700 in 1899. The following 
table shows the value of the imports during the years 1898 and 
1899, distinguishing the countries of origin :— 


Imports into French Guinea. 


From. 1898. 1899. 


Francs. Francs. 

United Kingdon ... sie 5,187,169 7,570,192 

Francs; 9,019,871 15,441,710 

Total £ | 360800 617,700 


The comparatively unimportant share in the import trade taken 
by France is noticeable. Textile fabrics which constitute the most 
important article of import come almost entirely from foreign 
countries; of the total value imported in 1899, viz., 253,000I, 
Englands accounts for 218,0001., Germany for 16,0001, and France 
only 9,000/. The writer adds that textiles will probably remain 
the monopoly of the English for some years to come. There is 
such a difference in the price of the French and the English 
articles that competition is out of the question. 

Excluding specie, the principal French imports were building 
materials, metal work, rice, wines, &c. Of a total import of 
salt valued at 13,7001., France participates only to the extent 
of 200:. Here again the question of price intervenes to the 
detriment of the French trader: English salt, very white and fine, 
costs from 22 to 25 francs per ton; French salt in large gray 
crystals, much less esteemed by the natives, is 15 francs dearer. 

The exports from French Guinea have ‘increased considerably 
during the last three years. They amounted in value to 269,000/. 
in 1897, to 312,000/. in 1898, and 378,400/. in 1899. The following 
table shows the value of the exports during the last two years, 
distinguishing countries of destination :— 
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Exports from French Guinea. 


To. 1898. 1899. 
Francs. Francs. 
United Kingdom... ... 4,921,618 5,581,763 
1,377,269 
Sierra Leone ove 1,115,701 1,327,103 
French Colonies ... 133,919 214,475 
Other countries ... eve 88,701 213,513 
Francs 7,799,968 9,461,496 
Total { £ | "312,000 378,400 


as follows :— 


Products. | 1898. 1899. 


| | 

Francs. Francs. 

Caoutchouc = 5,939,186 6,993,577 
Ox hides ... 233,738 209,662 
Palm oil ... he 49,683 23,186 
Elephants’ tusks ... 35,315 36,977 
Kola nuts ... 37,631 40,195 


The exports of caoutchouc have largely increased since 1891, the 
amount exported in that year being 829,000 kilogs.; in 1892, 
952,000 kilogs.; in 1898, 996,466 kilogs.; in 1894, 996,000 
kilogs.; in 1895, 947,000 kilogs.; in 1896, 951,000 kilogs.; in 
1897, 1,399,000 kilogs. ; in i898, 1,693,000 kilogs. ; and in 1899, 
1,857,130 kilogs. 


Shipping.—In 1895, the number of ships which entered the ports 
of French Guinea was only 1,578, with a tonnage of about 120,000 
tons, and the number cleared about the same. In 1899 there 
entered 5,072 vessels, with a tonnage of 312,391 tons; and the 
number cleared was 5,002 vessels, aggregating 308,523 tons. The 
trade of the rivers is unimportant, as they are only visited 
occasionally by vessels, with cargoes transhipped at Conakry. 
Two French shipping companies touch regularly at Conakry— 
the “Compagnie Fraissinet,” and the “ Compagnie des Chargeurs 
Rennis.” 

From Liverpool, the British and African Steam Navigation 
Company and the African Steamship Company; and from Ham- 


The principal products exported during the last two years were ; 
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burg, the African Steamship Company and the German Woermann 
Line also trade with Conakry. 

It is also said that a regular monthly service from Antwerp is 
contemplated. 

The number of vessels from Europe is about 10 every month. 
On their return journey the English, German, and Belgian boats 
are very irregular, but with 50 tons of cargo space empty they are 
eager to load, caoutchouc being a good cargo (about 60 fr. per ton). 


Conakry.—In August, 1889, Conakry was only a small negro 
village with a score of huts, which disputed the predominance of 
the island of Tumbo with Boulbineh, another village about 500 
métres distant. The two villages had barely 250 ‘inhabitants 
between them. There was one French firm at Conakry and one 
German firm at Boullineh. Other villages were Kroutown with 
six huts, situated between the above-mentioned places, which 
sheltered a few Kroumen, and Tumbo, a village of about 10 huts, 
situated at the extremity of the island. 

In 1894, there were two more French firms, and several work- 
men and natives of Sierra Leone had built dwellings by the side 
of the German factory. The quantity of land acquired by the 
French factory isolated it, as it precluded a native village being 
built by its side. Near a large empty space a few old women and 
young negroes sold oranges and earthnuts. In 1899 at this same spot 
a large market was held in the open air, where, during the trading 
season, there was an average daily turnover of 1,000/. The popu- 
lation has increased a hundred-fold, being now estimated at 
14,350 souls. 

The town covers an area of over a square mile. 40,000 tons of 
merchandise, having a value of over 8U0,000/., were either loaded 
or discharged at the port. ‘There are 22 first-class firms besides 
others of less standing, and a large number of shops kept by 
Syrians, Italians, Spaniards, natives of Sierra Leone, and others. 
Numerous caravans from the interior converge there, bringing 
an average of 350 loads of caoutchouc per day. The coast products 
are brought in by a number of small native craft, treighted 
equally with food for the natives and wood for the construction 
of their huts. More than 1,000 concessions have been granted, and 
845 buildings have been erected on the island of Tumbo. Out of 
its ordinary budget the colony contemplated a water supply from 
two rivers 40 kilometres away, lighting by gas, and the manu- 
facture of glass. 

Conakry is the only port in French Guinea. It is protected 
from the south-east winds by the Loos Islands, and, partially, from 
the north-east winds by sand banks. The tornados from the east 
are not dangerous, as they blow towards the open sea, and although 
the port is so well sheltered, it receives the full benefit of the 
refreshing sea breeze, which renders residence in the ‘island so 
pleasant. 
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Other causes have aided in the development of the town, 
especially some measures of secondary importance, taken by the 
Administration of the colony. 

The carriage road, 84 miles long, with bridges of iron and 
stone work, joining Conakry to Frigniagbé, the capital of the 
Canea district, was not long in bringing caravans from Fonta- 
Djallon and from the Niger district, with products for sale at a 
better price than could be obtained at Dubreka. In 1898, 20,000 
loads were brought to Conakry by caravan, and in 1899 the 
number rose to 41,000. The choice of situation of the port in the 
north of the island, where the water is generally calm, was one of 
the most powerful factors which contributed to the success of 
Conakry. In spite of the bar at the entrance, which usually 
causes some delay to the packet boats, the port is much better 
protected than one on the south of the island would have been, 
besides which the construction of the latter would have cost 
millions of francs. ‘The present site also permits the distribution 
of unoccupied land to more than twenty important new commercial 
firms for the construction of magnificent warehouses along side 
the pier, with which they are connected by two “ Decauville” 
railways, one up and one down, the finest site being reserved for 
the terminus of the railway. 


THE PAPER INDUSTRY IN COREA. 


In a recent report to the Foreign Office H.M. Consul-General 
at Séul writes as follows on the paper industry of Corea :— 

“ By the courtesy of Mr. Glendinning, a representative of Messrs. 
Brunner, Mond and Company, who spent some time in this 
country last year studying the native methods of manufacturing 
paper with a view to opening up a trade in alkalies, I am enabled 
to give a concise account by an expert of the methods of making 
paper in practice amongst the Coreans. This industry is carried 
on in the four provinces of Chung Chong Do, Chulla Do, Kyeng 
Sang Do, and Kyeng Ki Do, comprising in all some 16 districts, 
many of which Mr. Glendinning visited, and the following report 
is in his own words :— 

The only material, other than old paper, used for the making 
of Corean paper is the bark of the shrub which the Coreans call 
‘Tak,’ and the botanical name of which is the Broussonetia 
Papyrifera Vent. 


The principal seat of manufacture is the province of Chulla, 
but it is made more or less in all the other provinces, except, 
perhaps, the most northern. 

The tak shrub is cultivated in the upper parts of the valleys, 
where rice can no longer be grown, on hilly and stony ground, and 
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as the industry is for the most part carried on where the plant: 
grows, the paper-making villages are difficult of access. 

_ The stems of the tak plant are long and straight, and when 
ready for cutting, about 6 feet high. The shrub is cut down to 
the ground every October, and is ready for cutting again at the 
same time next year. 

The cut stems are tied into bundles and softened by steaming, 
so that the bark is afterwards easily removed by hand. 

The outer black bark has next to be removed, for it is only 
the white inner bark which can be used for anything but the very 
commonest paper. 

This operation is performed, while the bark is wet, by pulling 
it along under the blade of a kind of blunt knife, and afterwards. 
removing the piece of outer bark still adhering by hand-picking, 
with more or less care according to the quality of the paper it is. 
intended to make. 

The white bark so prepared is now ready for the various 
operations of paper-making. 

It is first boiled with lye, which disintegrates the fibres, then 
thoroughly washed in running water, beaten vigorously and 
repeatedly with heavy wooden clubs, and thoroughly washed 
after each beating, until the fibres are entirely broken up, and 
the resulting pulp is then ready for the paper-making tub. 

The paper-making tub in almost universal use consists of a 
square box of rough wooden boards, 7 feet 4 inches square by 
2 feet 2 inches deep. T'wo sets of men work at each tub. 

The tub is filled with clean water, into which the pulp is put. 
and thoroughly mixed up with the water by whipping or swishing 
with thin canes until the emulsion is absolutely homogeneous. 

The size is next added. This consists of a kind of thin gum 
obtained from the stem, leaves, and roots, but especially the roots. 
of a plant called in Corean ‘takpil,’ and known botanically as 
the Hibiscus Manihot. 

This plant is trodden in wooden troughs with water, and the 
extract, filtered through a cloth, is the size which is best adapted 
for this industry, although, when the takpil cannot be obtained, 
the leaves and stems of a creeper called ‘kam-ou-ter’ are used, 
but this yields a size greatly inferior to that obtained from the 
takpil. 

The apparatus for forming the sheets of paper from the sized 
emulsion of fibres in the tub consists of a very fine bamboo screen 
or blind, which rests on a slight framework of wood. Before 
dipping it into the tub the workman places on the screen a 
rectangle of wood, which rests on the edges of the screen and 
forms low walls, sufficient to contain a little of the emulsion and 
to keep it on the sieve long enough for him to give the required 
spreading shakes. This apparatus, consisting of support, sieve, 
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and walls, is held together by the workman, and | dipped beneath 
the surface of the emulsion in the tub. He takes up a certain 
quantity on the sieve, gives it a spreading motion while the water 
is running off, and repeats the process as often as may be necessary, 
then takes away the wooden sides, removes the sieve from the 
support, and places it, together with the adhering film of paper, 
face downwards on a heap of sheets already made in the same way, 
having first laid a length of straw or grass along one end of the 
heap, to facilitate the subsequent separation of the sheets. Then 
he rolls the sieve once with a wooden roller, whjch serves to make 
the film of paper adhere to the heap, so that the sieve is taken up 
clean and ready for another operation. 

The heaps of super-imposed paper are pressed over-night in 
a rough press between boards weighted by stones hung on the 
end of the tree-trunk which serves as a lever, and in the morning 
are separated and dried by natural or artificial heat, according to 
circumstances. While still slightly damp, several sheets are put 
together and beaten either with a wooden mallet, or with the 
apparatus in general use in Chullado, the principle of which is 
exactly the same as that of the water-power rice-hulling machines 
of Corea, except that the paper hammer is never worked by water- 
power, but by men and wemen alternately stepping on and off the 
end of the lever furthest removed from the hammer, by which the 
hammer is alternately raised and depressed, and very powerful 
blows are given, the beater being a most ponderous affair, and 
requiring the combined dead-weight of ten or twelve persons to 
raise it. The anvil on which the hammer works is always a block 
of stone with a smooth surface, the block sunk in the earth so that 
its surface is level with the surface of the ground. The sheets of 
paper are moved about by a man while the hammer is in motion, 
so that every part of the sheet is subjected to the treatment, and an 
excellent smooth surface is obtained. The paper is now ready for sale. 

Many varieties of paper are made, the thickest of which is 
largely used for making oiled paper. 

The distinguishing quality of the Corean paper is its exceeding 
toughness, but the art of making white paper is unknown, nor can 
the Coreans make the thin fine qualities of paper so largely 
exported from Japan for stencil and copying purposes. 

The industry is entirely in the hands of the peasantry, and 
during the paper-making season every man, woman, and child in 
a paper village will be engaged in its preparation. The great 
drawback appears to be lack of capital. 

The ground suitable for the cultivation of the tak is practically 
unlimited, the cultivation is very easy, and the plant will grow in 
poor soil suitable for nothing else. The whole industry could be 
vastly extended by co-operation and the introduction of sufficient 
capital toimprovethe methods.” (oreign Office, Annual Series, 2,511.) 
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In a recent Report on the Trade and Industry of North Formosa, 
H.M. Consul at Tamoiu says that the export of camphor and 
camphor oil increased largely, but the general camphor trade, that 
is, the trade so far as the general trader is concerned, has ceased to 
exist since the monopoly in that article has been established. 
As already reported, the foreign merchant had withdrawn 
entirely from the business before the monopoly was instituted 
owing to the insuperable difficulties connected with the working of 
the camphor stills in the interior. Although, or rather because, it 
is now under Government supervision with regard to the checking 
of waste in felling trees, and in production generally, the industry 
is not conducted without a certain amount of danger which, no 
doubt, will diminish as time passes. 

The planting of young trees to make up deficiencies caused by 
consumption is carried on assiduously by the Camphor Control 
Offices of the Formosa Government which is fully alive to the 
importance of an article, the possession of which gives it such a 
strong hold over the camphor market. 

A new Government refinery is, it is stated, to be opened in the 
course of the present year, and will have capacity for a daily output 
of about 8,000 lbs. What has so far been refined is said to be of 
good quality, though it appears to be somewhat rich in oil. 

The Consul goes on to say :— 

“The Formosa Government have courteously afforded me a 
report on the local camphor industry, of which the following is a 
free rendering :— 

‘Rumours of the establishment of the camphor monopoly regu- 
lations caused quotations at home and abroad to rise, even before 
they were put into force. Manufacturers started working in great 
haste, and persons otherwise employed threw up their business in 
order to engage in the production of camphor. Villages in the 
neighbourhood of these manufactories appeared for this reason to 
be in a thriving condition, some persons finding employment as 
brokers, others as transport agents, each striving after bis own 
profit, without due appreciation of the limits to which the business 
could be carried. 

‘The licensing of persons to engage in the camphor business 
was the first step, and obviously the main principle of the monopoly 
system ; and, notwithstanding the difficulties involved, regulations 
to that end were enforced, under which illicit stills were destroyed 
and secret traffic stringently put down. In addition to this, the 
production of any camphor, except that of recognised standards, 
was put an end to by the authorities, and, in fact, all details of the 
manufacture were brought into conformity with the regulations. 

‘As a consequence of this, much suffering resulted to the 
natives and others who were interested in factories, directly or 
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indirectly, but by degrees those who were thrown out of work 
found other employment. 

‘For the proper ordering of the monopoly six Camphor Control 
Offices were established in the island at Taihoku, Shinchiku, and 
Bioritsu in the north, and at Taichiu, Riukiho, and Ratow in the 
middle and southern parts of the island, besides which a refinery 
was started in connection with the Taihoku office, in order to 
ensure uniformity of quality. 

‘All the Control Offices, excepting Ratow, purchase the crude 
camphor and camphor oil, but that office itself engages in its 
production. 

‘All the refining is done at Taihoku, where it is made up into 
camphor of two classes, and transferred to the persons who have 
contracted for the sales. Camphor oil is packed at all the offices, 
and is there delivered to the contractors. 

‘The total amount of camphor purchased from the licensed 
producers or manufactured between 5th August, 1899, and 31st 
March, 1900, was 20,437 ewts., and 15,535 ewts. of camphor oil. 

‘When the monopoly was first brought into working order the 
authorities nominated 26 competitors for the sale of the camphor 
under contract, for three years, at minimum prices in London, 
Hamburg, New York, and Hong Kong. ‘The successful tenderers 
were a British firm to whom in 1899 altogether over 700,000 
catties (8,333 cewts.) of first and second class were transferred. The 
camphor oil contracts were taken up by Japanese merchants. 

‘The production of crude camphor is strictly limited under 
license, but against the inconvenience caused by official supervision 
are to be reckoned the advantages of cash payments, saving a loss 
by long transport, and protection to life and property. 

‘The Camphor Control Offices are in official connection with the 
Government police and district offices, and obtain from them every 
support, the Government maintaining a staff of guards or rangers 
and supplying funds for keeping up friendly relations with the 
savages.’ 

** The report goes. on to say that hitherto Formosan camphor was 
losing its good name in foreign markets owing to crude methods 
of production, but that the monopoly has done away with all these 
disabilities, inferior qualities having been got rid of, and more 
attention paid to the superior grades.” (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,525.) 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. | 


NATAL. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade, through the 
Colonial Secretary’s Office, Natal, of a Govern- 
Getienanth ment Notice (No. 583 of 1899), notifying that 
mage the Governor-in-Council has authorised the 
Slaughter Cattle. suspension, until further orders, of all Customs 
duties on frozen meat and slaughter cattle 


imported into Natal from and after the 3rd November last. 


MAURITIUS. 


A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of an Ordinance 
Seiten (No. 16 of 1900), assented to by the Acting- 
20hientiens Governor of Mauritius on the 27th July last, 
‘ effecting the following alterations in the Customs 

Tariff of the Colony :— 

1. Bichloride of mercury and any other substance when 
imported for the purpose of being used in the preparation of 
manures or of other colonial produce and manufactures, or as 
disinfectants, which may, by a Proclamation of the Governor in 
Executive Council, be added to item No. 99 of Schedule B of the 
Customs Tariff, is to be dutiable at the rate of 30 cents per 1,000 
kilogs., instead of 10 per cent. ad valorem as heretofore. 

2. Bullion is no longer to be imported free, but will be subject 
to a duty of 10 per cent. ad valorem. 

3. All alcoholic preparations of any kinds whatsoever, imported 
into the Colony, are to be considered as spirits, and will therefore 
be subject to the duty of 1 r. 32 cts. per litre (not above proof). 
It is provided, however, that this article shall not apply to :— 

(a) “Eau de Cologne,” other perfumed spirits, and patent 
pharmaceutical alcoholic preparations imported in bottles, provided 
such bottles, not exceeding one litre in capacity, be properly 
secured and bear the label and trade mark of the manufacturer. 

(>) Pharmaceutical alcoholic preparations made with alcohol of 
the degree indicated by the British Pharmacopceia or the French 
Codex. 

[ Nore.—The rates of duty above-mentioned are exclusive of the 
surcharge of 10 per cent. ad valorem. | 
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BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. 
A copy has been received at the Board of Trade of the following 
Customs Tariff Customs Tariff of Import and Export Duties 
‘which is now in force in British North Borneo: 
I—Import Duties. 
Article. Unit.* Duty. 
| 
Arms and ammunition— | Dols. Cts. 
Rifles and guns Barrel 1 00 
Pistols and revolvers .. = | Each 1 00 
Cartridges, loaded or empty... sina ows osm 100 1 00 
Brassware and white metal— 
Gongs trays, plates, bowls, ‘‘ gadores,” “ serih” ad val. 10°, 
boxes, and ornamental brassware. | 
Any other kinds (as “ metals”)... " | 6%, 
Beads and buttons; pictures; toys; and curios of “i | 10°), 
any material, including tinsel wares. 
Boxes—Chinese and Japanese boxes, portmanteaus, rm | 10% 
or trunks of any material. : 
Cards—Playing cards or dominoes ... a ‘a Pack or set 0 2% 
Cloth— 
Haberdashery ; yarns and thread made of silk, ad val, Cae 
S cotton, linen, flax, grass, hair or fibre, or any | 
7 ‘ mixture thereof (including ready-made articles) ; 
boots and shoes ; hats, caps, or bonnets ; arti- 
ficial flowers ; feathers ; and umbrellas. 
Coffee... Kati | O 02 
Dyes and chemicals, not medicinal 0.0. we ad val. | 10%, 
Earthenware, crockery, and | 5% 
Jars, Gusi, old... | 6%, 
» Tajows, old, other than Gusi . is see Each | 4 Ov 
new, imitation Gusi or 0 50 
» others... ad val. 
Fireworks (including squibs and crackers) .. ” 25 P%, 
Glassware (including looking-gla-ses, combs, ani ” 5], 
, lacquered ware). 
Jewellery, watches, chains, rings, clocks, &c. sate ” 10 9%, 
, Gold and silver, including gold leaf (not coin) a ” 10 %, 
Lanterns—European, Chinese, and Japanese lan- S 10 °%, 
terns, fans, candles, joss sticks, and papers. 
Leather and paper; leatber and paper goods, or ‘e 5%, 
imitation leather or paper. 
Live stock— | 
Pigs, over 50 katies weight ... i oe a Each 1 00 
» under 50 ,, ase ose 0 50 
Matches or lights = os ..| Pkt. of 10 boxes| 0 04 
Machines-—sewing or other labour-saving machines | ad val. 10%, 
Musical instruments; phonographs, graphophones, Xe. | ” |} 10%, 
Metals— 
Copper, steel, brass, nickel, tin, zinc, lead, or any ” | 8°, 
mixture thereof with any other metal or wood | 
or any other material; iron and ironware, | 
manufactured or unmanufactured, 
Oils— 
Kerosine or other, used for burning ses see (Case of abt. 65 lbs. | 0 20 
Cocoanut, kachang, or bean oil ... Kati 0 Ol 
* NOTE.—1 picul = 1334 lbs. av.; 1 kati==1}4 lbs. av. ; 
tahil = 75 kati=14 ozz, av 
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Article. Unit. Duty. 
| Dols. Cts, 
Perfumery iene incense and spices) ad val. | 10%, 
Rice ove ove Picul 0 
Salt fish ... 0 25 
Salt at East Coast Ports and Provinces— 
Alcock and Keppel ... ede 0 50 
Other ports 0 25 
Sugar— 
Raw Kati 0 
Manufactured .. 0 Ol 
Sweets and confectionery, including fancy and Lb 0 Ol 
sweetened biscuits or any mixture of flour and | 
sugar. 
Tobaceco— 
Chinese ... (Case of 140 pkgs.| 7 50 
of 6 to 8 tahils 
each. , 
If less than a case ... Kati 0 13 
Chinese ‘Case of 200 pkgs.| 10 50 
of from 6 to 8 
tahils each, 
European, American, or Philippine (including | Lb. 0 50 
Indian cigars). 
Java, Sumatra, Palembang, and other dry native | Kati | 0 30 
tobacco. | 
Sulu and other wet tobacco .. is ‘ | 0 20 
Native, from one river or district to ‘another 4 10 belis. 0 038 
(Or shall pay the same duty as Palembang at | 
the option of the Government.) 
Cigarettes Lb. 0 50 
Other tobacco, not enumerated — ... Duty in prjoportion. 
Pipes and smokers’ articles, cigarette papers, ete... ad val, 10 per cent. 
Wines, beers, and spirituous liquors— 
Sparkling wines, champagne, hock, moselle, and | Doz. rep. qts. 2 00 
burgundy, in bottles. | 
Other kinds of over 6 dols, in value, in bottles * | 1 00 
Do. do. in casks .| Gallon. , 0 60 
If under 6 dols. in value, in bottles = ..| Doz. rep. qts. | 0 50 
Do. do. in casks .. | Gallon. | O 25 
Spirits, European, Australian or American brandies, | Doz. rep.qts. | 2 00 
whiskies, gins. etc., in bottles, 
Do. do. in casks Gallon, | 1 00 
Gin, per case of 15 flasks Case. | 5 00 
Liqueurs, absinthe, cordials, or other spirituous Doz. rep. qts. | 2 00 


liquors, or bitters of all kinds containing spirits, 
in bottles. 


An i rack or Shamshoo— 


in casks |” Galion | 20 

| 
= Kati 03 


White, common, above 60 under proof 


” » ” to under 60 | 


” 


ococo ooo 


” ” » 30 , ” ” 50 ” | 05 

” ” ” 10 ” ” ” 30 | ” | 07 

” ” » 10 » to 10 over ” 10 
proof | | 

» 10 over proof 


Duty in prjoportion. 


24 


Oct. 4, 1900. THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 25 


Article, _ Unit. | Duty. 
Arrack or Shamshoo (continued), Dols, Cts. 
Coloured, swectened and not stronger than 30 Kati. 0 05 


under proof, | 
Do., do., stronger than 30 under proof, the same_ — — 
as white common | 
Rose wine, Mo Kwee Lo, Ng Ka Phi, Chinese | Doz. jars of 1 00 
medicated, or similar wines | about 1 kati each : 
Do., do., in large jars or casks one | Kati 0 07 
.On any other article or goods imported, not referred | ad val. 5% 
to or described herein. the same not being a 
necessary article of food, and not entered in ‘the | 
free list. 


Free List. 


The following may be imported free of import duty :— 

Aerated or other waters, free of spirits. 

Bread and biscuits, plain and unsweetened. 

Building materials, viz., bricks, tiles, lime, and paving material. 

Bunting ; bags (empty) ; sacks and matting for packing purposes. 

Coal, coke, and cordage. 

Earthenware jars for carrying water. 

Feeding stuffs for cattle, pigs and fowls; bran; crushed food ; 
padi and oil cake. 

Flour and corn flour ; arrowroot ; infants’ and invalids’ food. 

Fowls, alive or preserved. 

Glass for machinery ; lamp chimneys and globes. 

Meat, including fish (but not fish salted or sun-dried); pork; eggs 
and milk; vegetables and fruits, whether fresh, salted, tinned, 
pickled or preserved. 

Metals ; machinery ; sheet, bar, rod and hoop iron; nails; zinc; 
lead; wire, plain or barbed ; — for agricultural, saw-mills, 
manufacturing works, engineering or ship-building purposes. 

Railway, telegraph and tramway materials. 

Medicines, not including patent medicines or those containing 
opium or spirit. 

Photographic and scientific material, not including chemicals, 

Paints and paint oils, for painting purposes. 

Seeds and plants for agricultural purposes. : 

Stationery for pr inting or writing, account books and ledgers. 

Wooden buckets for carrying water. 

All goods, raw or manufactured, imported by or for the sole use of 
the Government. 

All goods, not being contraband, for export through bond to other 
countries or other districts in North Borneo. 

Drawbacks or rebate on duty paid may also be allowed as provided 
in Notification No. 101 of 1896. 
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II.—Export Duties. 


Article. Unit. Duty 
| Dols. Cts. 
Attaps, nebongs, kadjangs (é.e., leaves for house- ad val 10 %, 
roofing). | 
Barks and roots ... | 25%, 
Bezoar stones, Gulegah 10 
Bees’ wax Picul 
Birds’ nests— 
White and red, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 Kati 0 70 
Black, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 ime a 0 10 
Silam, white, "Nos. 1, 2, and 3 
black, Nos. 1, 2, and 3 0 16 
Blachan kind of fish) Picul 0 
Damar— 
Batu oe Picul 0 10 
Daging .. 0 70 
Firewood, on and ‘after Bist October, 1899 . 1,000 billets 0 30 
Gutta Percha— 
Red Picul 10 00 
White ... 3 00 
Hides (also from one Province to anot her) .. aa 0 50 
Ivory see Kati 0 40 
Jars, old ... ad val 10°, 
Live stock— 
Cattle over one year...) Also from one Head 1 00 
Pigs over six months.. | Province - 0 50 
Goats ,, to another. ae 0 10 
Manufactured products, “such as Cutch, Gambier, &e. | As may be ar ranged 
under agree|ment. 
Orchids ad val. 10%, 
Pearls. 10 
» seed Basing 00 
Rattans— 
Saga quality ... Picul 0 70 
Lasikan ,, 0 40 
Batu, 0 30 
Sago— 
Raw Picul 0 10 
At Province Dent ™ 0 10 
Flour . = oe 0 06 
Sesik tenggiling ose coe Kati 0 04 
Shell— 
Timber— 
Billian .. Ton of 40 cub. ft.. 1 50 
Billian sleepers | 1 50 
Other kinds, round, squared or hewn 1 00 
» in sawn sleepers, planks or deals 0 650 
Tobacco— 
Estate grown ... English 1b. 0 Ol 
Native ... ad val, 5% 
Trepang and Kemah ... 10 ,, 
Wild Lamba and bastard Manila hemp ie B ns 
Other jungle and sea produce not enumerated - 0 ,, 


The Government may at any time impose a 
10 °/, ad valorem rate on jungle and sea produce, 
instead of the rates per picul or kati herein 
affixed. 


| 

| 

| 
| 

‘ 
| 
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$$$ 


Free List. 


All goods, not being contraband, the produce of other countries, 
imported for export through bond to other countries, or other 
districts in North Borneo. 


RUSSIA. 


The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
Office, to the effect that an Order of the Russian 


oe 2 Minister of Finance, promulgated in the “ Fi- 
5 L nancial Gazette ” of the 3rd/16th ult., sanctions 
the exportation from Russia to Afghanistan, 


through the Custom House of Penjde, of sugar 
and lucifer matches, with drawback to the exporters of the excise 
duties paid on these articles in Russia. 


FRANCE-HAITI. 


The ‘“ Advance Sheets of Consular Reports” for the 12th ult., 
an published by the United States Government, 
Treaty between contain the text of a Commercial Treaty between 
Seems ont Malle. France and Haiti which, it is stated, was sanc- 
tioned by the Haitian Legislature on the 

4th August last and transmitted to Paris for final ratification. 
Under the provisions of this Treaty, coffee and other colonial 
produce of Haitian origin imported into France is to be dutiable 
at the French Minimum Tariff rates ; and certain French goods, 
on importation into Haiti, are to be exempted from the additional 
duties of 50 per cent. and 332 per cent., respectively, imposed by 
the Haitian Laws of 16th November, 1876, and 2nd March, 1888. 


SPAIN. 


With reference to previous notices in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ” 
‘ respecting the Customs régime in the Canary 

Castoms Regime Islands Journal” for the 29th March, p. 699 ; 
- re iad 17th May, pp. 324-327 ; 7th June, pp. 490-491; 
_— 28th June, p. 679), and especially to the notice 


which appeared in the “Journal” for the 17th May, relative to a 
Spanish Royal Order of the 20th March last specifying the duties 
leviable on articles imported into the free ports of the Canary 
Islands from the Peninsula and Balearic Islands or from foreign 
countries, the Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Foreign Office, a translation of a Royal Order, dated the 4th 
August last, modifying certain of the duties referred to as follows :— 
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| New Rates of Duty. 
Artictes Former Rates | 
aw om iff R English 
Mates, Equivalents. 
Pes. Cts. Pes. Cts. & 8. d. 
Alcohol... ...| Hectol. 169 00 Hectol. 100 00) Gall. 0 3 7} 
Plain spirits, up to 22° = 160 00 * 75 00) ,. 0 2 8 
Cartier. 
Liqueurs, cognac, and other Pe 260 00 * 150 00) ,, 0 5 5} 
made-up spirits. | 
Rum and gin up to 22° = 160 00, 100 00) ,, 03 % 
Cartier when imported | 
from the Peninsula and 
Balearic Islands, or from 
nations with treaties 
actually in force, or enjoy- | 
ing all Customs privileges, 
except those enjoyed by 
Portugal, so long as the | 
treaty with Holland re- | 
mains in force. | 
Sugar coe aS .-- 100 Kilogs. 85 00,100 Kilogs, 70 009 Cwt. 1 8 5 
Glucose... | Not specified. | 85 00; ,, 114 6 
Cocoa, in the berry, un- 100 Kilogs. 90 00 nt 60 0 4, 446 


roasted, and cocoa shell, 
the produce of and 
imported direct from 
Fernando Po. | 

Ditto, ditto, from other = 120 00 "=" 8000 ,, 112 6 
places of origin. | | 

Coffee, in the berry, un- | 
roasted, the produce o | 
and coming direct from | | 
Fernando Po. | 

Ditto, ditto, from other) ,, 14000, , 107 2 3 5} 
places of origin. | | 

Chocelate ... 300 00 100 00) ,, 

cloves, | 200 00 100 00) 
an other spices, or | | 
imitations | 


105 00] 80 00) ,, 112 6 


wt 


SWITZERLAND. 
The Board of Trade have received information, through the Foreign 
_—— Office, to the effect that the Swiss Government 
a av have decided on cancelling the permission for 
Admission ” of ; gg 4 
ace: tiahiaen the free importation into Switzerland, under 
y * “temporary admission” conditions, of grey 


cottons for the use of Swiss cotton printers, which was granted 
about two months ago on the express understanding that the printer, 
for whose benefit the cottons were imported, should in every case 


make a demand specifying the quantity required. 
Owing to a depression which occurred a few months ago in the 
Swiss spinning and weaving industry, a petition was addressed _ to 


| 

| 

| 

i 

. 

. 

| 
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the Federal Government asking for the cancellation of the permis- 
sion referred to. The Government thereupon fixed the Ist inst. 
as the date when free admission of grey cottons should cease ; 
but it has since been decided that the period should be prolonged 
until the 31st December next. 


UNITED STATES. 


The following is a list of Decisions affecting the application of the 

a United States Customs Tariff which have 

Se recently been issued by the Treasury Depart- 

Decietens. ment at Washington for the guidance of United 
States Customs Officers. 

Reciprocal Commercial Treaties with Portugal, Germany, and 
Italy.—The Reciprocal Commercial Treaties with Portugal, Germany, 
‘and Italy, which reduce the rates of duty on “brandies or other 
spirits manufactured or distilled from grain or other materials,” 
embrace within their terms only such brandies or other spirits as 
are enumerated in paragraph 289 of the United States Tariff Act, 
and cannot be construed to include “cordials, liqueurs, etc., and 
other spirituous beverages” provided for in paragraph 292 of the 
‘said Act. Paragraph 289 includes only “ brandy and other spirits 
manufactured or distilled from grain or other materials and not 
‘specially provided for in this Act.” 

Liqueurs imported from Switzerland.—Cordials, liqueurs, etc., im- 
ported from Switzerland after 24th March, 1900, are not entitled 
to the benefits conferred by the Reciprocal Arrangement entered 
into between the United States and France (See ‘“ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 13th ult., p. 640), the “most favoured nation ” 
-clause of the Treaty between the United States and Switzerland 
having been abrogated from that date. 

Polished steel rods—Tempered and polished steel rods, less than 
No. 6 wire gauge, are not dutiable under paragraph 135 of the 
"Tariff, as “ steel in all forms and shapes not specially provided for,” 
‘but are dutiable under paragraphs 136, 137, and 141, at the rate of 


40 per cent. ad valorem and three-fourths of a cent per pound 
additional. 


Tempered and polished steel rods, not smaller than No. 6 wire 
gauge, are held to be dutiable under paragraph 136 as “ steel in all 
forms and shapes not specially provided for,” with the additional 
rate of one-fourth of a cent per pound provided under para- 
graph 141.. 

Wire rope-—Wire rope made of round steel wire with a hemp 
core, valued at over 4 cents per pound, is held to be dutiable under 
paragraph 137 of the Tariff at the rate of 40 per cent. ad valorem 


on the value of the completed rope, plus 1 cent per pound on the 
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weight of the finished article, and two-tenths of a cent per pound 
for galvanising. 

The same article, valued at less than 4 cents per pound, is held 
to be dutiable at the maximum rate of duty imposed upon the 
wire used in its manufacture. 

Shaving or dressing mirrors.—-In the case of shaving or dressing 
mirrors, having three sections hinged together, each section being- 
framed and in itself a complete mirror not exceeding in size 144 
square inches, it has been decided that each section, being a 
separate and distinct mirror less than 144 square inches in size, 
is separately dutiable, according to the provision for mirrors under 


paragraph 112 of the Tariff, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 


Dutiable vulue of woven ‘cloth.—The amount of the charges for 
packing and the value of the cases, if these latter are used as 
coverings and are not specitically exempted from duty, should be 
added to the price per yard in ascertaining the dutiable value 
of woven cloth per yard. Both items constitute the purchase 
price and market value of the merchandise and form the kasis for 
the ad valorem assessment of duty. 


PERSIA. 


The Board of Tiade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
, copy of a despatch from H.M. Chargé d’Affaires 
nthe at Tehran, forwarding a memorandum reletive 
the payment of import duties and road dues 
”~" on goods brought into Persia through the- 
southern ports. 


Under the Russo-Persian Treaty of 1858, a duty of 5 per cent. 
ad valorem was imposed on exports from and imports into Persia ; 
and this duty is applicable (under the most-favoured-nation clause 
of their respective Treaties) to goods exported or imported by 
merchants of other nations, with the exception of Turks. 
Turkish subjects pay a duty of 6 per cent. ad valorem on imports 
and 12 per cent. on exports, except in the case of tobacco and salt, 
which are dutiable at the rate of 75 per cent. Goods imported or 
exported by Persian subjects are liable to a reduced rate of duty, 
varying according to the nature of the goods and according to 
the province in which the transaction takes place. 

Foreign merchants are subject to no other taxes, with the 
exception of the “ rahdari,” or duty on goods carried on the public 
roads. ‘I'his tax varies in the different provinces, but efforts have 
recently been made to introduce an uniform Tariff on. the basis of 
the distance over which the goods are carried. At present (and 
for last year) the tax has been reduced to an uniform charge, 
irrespective of distance, of 22 shahis per load of 40 batmen (= 5d. 
per 260 lbs., or about one-tenth per cent. on ordinary cotton 
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goods) on all merchandise accompanied by a document (“ javaz”) 
showing that the 5 per cent. import duty has been paid at the 
port of entry. A sensible reduction has, therefore, been made in 
comparison with the former system, under which the duties paid 
amounted in some cases to 10 per cent. of the value of the 
merchandise. 

The Government have proposed to the Persian merchants in the 
south a modification of the existing Tariff, by which their imports 
would be subject to a duty of 5 per cent. ad valorem at the port 
of entry and to a road-tax of 22 shahis per mule-load, and their 
exports (with the exception of certain products, such as opium, 
cereals, and animals) to an ad valorem duty of 24 per cent. Some 
merchants are stated to have accepted this proposal; others have 
preferred the former system, under which they paid import duty 
at a reduced rate (from 2 to 4 per cent. ad valorem, according to 
the nature of the goods) and the “ rahdari” tax on internal trans- 
port at the former rate. It would appear probable, however, that 
in time the new system will be generally adopted. 

Foreign goods imported at Bushire and brought to Tehran are 
liable to a charge of 13 krans for a “javaz” and consular pass (one 
“‘javaz” only being required for all goods cleared at the same time), 
to a duty of about 11 shahis per load at Shiraz, Ispahan and 
Tehran respectively on clearance from the local Custom Houses, 
and to a “rahdari” tax of 22 shahis per load if the “javaz” is not 
more than eight months old. It is estimated that the sum-total of 
the charges would amount to considerably under one per cent. on 
common cotton goods (e.g., khaki drill), or, including import duty 
and cost of carriage, to about 25 per cent. on such goods brought 
vid Bushire to Tehran in the summer season. 


| 
| 


32 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [ Oct. 4, 1900, 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT, 


RUSSIA. 


The recent repcrt of H.M. Consul-General at Odessa, states that 
that city and St. Petersburg stand on the same 


yo ete meridian of longitude. Their distance apart as 
Setineenitenen, the crow flies is about 950 miles. If the 
railway connection between the two ran due 

burg. north and south it would pass through several 


important centres of population and commerce 
—Kieff with 260,000, Moghileff with 45,000, and Vitebsk with 
70,000 inhabitants. Instead of this the railway connection goes 
far to the west ; it passes close to Warsaw, and covers a distance 
of over 1,200 miles. A new line from Odessa to St. Petersburg is 
very seriously meditated. It will pass through Kieff, Moghileff, 
and Vitebsk, with short branches to Chernigoff and Novgorod. 
Besides uniting these important towns and reducing the railway 
distance between Odessa and St. Petersburg by nearly a quarter, 
it will shorten the time occupied by the journey from 49 to 27 
hours. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,522.) 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office, states that according to the 
4 *“ Exchange Gazette” of St. Petersburg, of 
11th (N.S.), the amount of 
Sanit. exported from Russia from ist September. 
1899, to Ist August, 1900, was 10,908,863 pouds (175,949 
tons), viz., 1,921,989 pouds of refined, 8,703,604 white sand, and 
283,270 yellow. 

The same journal announces that from Ist/14th September there. 
came into force a reduced railway tariff for the carriage of refined 
and sand sugar from all Russian stations to St. Petersburg, Reval, 
Riga, Libau, Wierzbolovo, Grauvo, Mlava, Alexandrovo, Odessa, 
and Novorossisk for export abroad or to the Far East. The freight 
by rail will vary, according to distances, between ;\,th and th 
copeck per poud and verst. 


Export of Sugar : 


It is also stated in the report referred to above that according to 
— the “ Commercial and Industrial Gazette ” of St. 

Traffic Facilities petersburg the Moscow-Windau-Ribinsk Rail- 
ae Ghasings of way has decided to organise a quick service for 
carriage of perishable agricultural produce 
from the Eastern provinces to Riga, for export to England. 
Arrangements will be made with other lines to effect the object in 
view, and for a general conference of the railways interested to 
decide on details. 
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GERMANY. 


A despatch, dated 8th inst., has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Chargé d’Affajres at Berlin, reporting 


Flags onGerman that 4 Decree has been issued by the Emperor, 


a dated the 21st August, containing the following 
Pinsent regulations as to when German and foreign 


merchant vessels must show their national flag. 

1. When meeting a ship of the Imperial Navy flying the 
Imperial Ensign. 

2. When passing within three sea miles of a fortress on which 
the Imperial Ensign is flying (the distance to be reckoned from the 
shore at ebb tide). 

3. When entering a German harbour foreign merchant vessels 
are to show their national flag in cases 2 and 3, and in case 1 if 
within the three mile limit mentioned in No. 2. 

The commanders of vessels of the Imperial Navy are instructed 
to see that the above regulations are complied with, and are 
empowered to compel, if necessary, the showing of the flag. 


A despatch, dated 15th ult., has been received at the Foreign 
Railway Coal Office from H.M. Consul-General at Dusseldorf 
Frei “ed from With reference to the reduction of railway coal 

8 freights from the German seaports into the 


vg - interior of the country, which is said to be the 
ports 0 paces result of home production being unable to meet 
in Germany. 


the demand in Germany, a state of things 
mainly to be attributed to the requirements of the iron and steel trade. 
Heretofore, the Prussian State railway freights have been so 
adjusted as to encourage and develop the export of coal from 
Germany, but the tables are now—at least for the present— 
turned by the want of coal and coke, not only in Germany, but 
even in the heart of the great Rhenish Westphalian coal district ; 
so much so, that one of the first uses made of the Dortmund Ems 
Canal was for the importation of British and American coal and 
coke, not, it is true, in large quantities—which are, possibly, not 
easy to get—but quite sufficient to indicate that the producer in 
that highly-developed industrial part of the German Empire is not 
able to keep pace with the requirements of the times. 

For the present, and, perhaps, a long time to come, the exporta- 
tion of coal and coke from Germany in any quantity worth 
consideration is out of the question. 

It is not a question of want of coal in Germany, but of want of 
power of production, and the great difficulty apparently is to keep 
down the cost of production. 

The time was, not so very many years ago, when a proposition 
was seriously entertained of charging an impoit duty on coal 
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coming into Germany, for the German coal owners feared ruin 
from over-production, whereas the real cause of depression was 
wild competition amongst themselves, which has been wisely 
regulated by reduced freights, extended markets, and last, not 
least, by the supervision of the Westphalian Coal Syndicate. 

It is said that the development of coal mining in North Germany 
has been much retarded by the difficulties placed by communal 
authorities in the way of colliery companies building workmen’s 
houses for colliers migrating into the country, though this short- 
sighted policy appears to be at last giving way under the influence 
of broader views of common sense. 

The Consul-General adds that the amount of capital invested in 
extension of old and construction of new works of all sorts within 
the last few years is very great, so much so as almost to endanger 
a reaction. 


BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 
: of a despatch, dated 18th ult., from H.M. 
Opening — Agent and Consul-General at Sofia, stating that 
snag the line of railway from the town of Chirpan to 
way: Nova-Zagora has been sufficiently completed to 
be opened for traffic, and it has accordingly been handed over to 
the administration of the Oriental Railways Company. 
The section between the Chirpan station, on the Philippopolis- 
Adrianople main line, and the town of Chirpan, which includes a 
long bridge over the Maritsa, is not yet ready. 


MEXICO. 


H.M. Consul at Mexico, in his last report on the trade of Mexico, 

Railway states that railway construction in that country 

aemenaiien. goes on apace. In the State of Vera Cruz the 

Vera Cruz and Pacific is going southward from 

Cordoba. This line has to contend with many difficulties, not the 

least of which is the labour question. A recent attempt at im- 
ported Italian labour proved a disastrous failure. 

The Mexican Central is building beyond Ameca towards the 
coast. The Cuernavaca and Pacific has crossed the Rio Balsas, 
and is endeavouring to reach Acapulco. The Mexican Southern 
is being extended south from Oaxaca. From Chihuahua another 
line has been begun to ultimately reach the Pacific coast. The 
National are building from Patzcuaro west towards Colima, All 
these lines experience in a greater or lesser degree the difficulty in 
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crossing the Sierra Madre Mountains, and all suffer equally from 
the want of proper labour. 

The Mexican labouring class, or peones, seem to have a rooted 
distaste for railroad construction work. The Mexican working 
man, who makes an excellent cowboy, miner, or even a fair hand 
in a factory, does not come out at his best in building, either as a 
house mason or a navvy, and indeed, in the hot lands, planters all 
agree in the extreme difficulty of finding hands to work on the 
plantations. These facts have created a demand for foreign labour. 
Chinese in vast numbers arrive and are well received; Mexico 
having recently concluded a treaty of friendship and commerce 
with China, gives Chinese the same privileges accorded to other 
foreigners. 

The Mexican Central Railway have been in the habit, recently, 
of obtaining negro labourers from the Bahamas and other West 
Indian islands; they have proved very satisfactory, but have 
aroused the enmity of the lower order of Mexicans in the 
neighbourhood and where they are at work, culminating in a 
serious riot at Dona Cecilia on 30th June last. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,527.) 


MINING, METALS AND MACHINERY. 


CEYLON. 


The “Straits Budget” of the 18th August last, states that at 
Colombo the development of the coal trade 
during the past five years has been enormous. 
So great has been the demand for fuel that 
the mercantile community find themselves hampered in their 
operations for want of proper coaling facilities. In 1895 the 
quantity imported was 326,297 tons. In 1899, the quantity 
imported was 511,692 tons, and the first six months of 1900 
showed a still further increase in proportion. The chief defect has 
been lack of frontage for coaling purposes, and the Colombo 
Chamber of Commerce has formed a plan for purchasing land and 
converting it into coal wharves. The scheme has been laid before 
Government. 


Coaling at 
Colombo. 


B2 
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SWEDEN. 


A despatch, dated 20th inst., has been received at the Foreign 
Utilisation of Office from H.M. Legation at Stockholm, con- 
Peat as Fuel, ‘ming the précis of the report of a commissioner 

appointed to examine as to the merits of two 
different methods of treating peat fuel as follows :— 

In 1893, the Swedish Government appointeda special Commission 
to examine two different methods recently brought forward for 
utilising turf as far as practicable as a substitute for coal. 

The report of the Commission was sceptical as to the result of 
these inventions, but approved the principle on which one of the 
two methods was based, namely, that of reducing the turf in the 
first instance to powder. ‘‘ We greatly doubt,” it says, “ that the 
turf can be sold at so low a rate as is stated to be the case after it 
is thus reduced to powder. Since then technical science has made 
great progress, and as the price of coal has risen in an unexpected 
degree, a satisfactory resolution of the problem would be very 
desirable. 

The latest invention in this line is that of Monsieur Vilén, of 
Géteborg. He takes ordinary peat turf, which he heats to 200 
or 300 degrees Celsius (392 degrees or 518 degrees Fahrenheit), 
after which he lowers the temperature to 60 degrees to 70 degrees 
Celsius (108 degrees or 126 degrees Fahrenheit). The carbonisa- 
tion is not in large retorts as formerly, but in comparatively small 
cylinders of ordinary iron plates (plaques de fer) embedded in 
brickwork. 

By the Vilén method the turf becomes smokeless carbon which 
can be plunged in water without injurious results, and which 
possesses 6,000 units of heat, whereas peat turf (proper) bas only 
2,514, Analysis has proved that coke obtained by this method 
contains nearly 59 per cent. of combustible matter and the gases 
more than 28 per cent., in all more than 87 per cent. 

This fuel will cost only 12 or 15 kroners (15s. 4d. or 16s. 8d.) 
a ton, while ordinary coke (from coal) costs as much as 40 
kroners (44s. 6d.). Its bulk is double that of coke, but it can be 
compressed and made into bricks. 

As peat turf contains neither phosphorus nor sulphur it may be 
used in many branches of metallurgical industry, and for technical 
chymical objects it is also of great value. By the Vilén process, 
as stated above, its cost is greatly diminished.” 


FRANCE. 
The “Journal des Débats” of the 29th ult., publishes some 


Coal and Iron 
Industries. 


interesting statistics showing the development 
of the French coal and iron industries during 
the first half of the current year. The pro- 
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duction of coal increased from 16,101,076 tons during the first 
half of 1899 to 16,196,966 tons during the corresponding period 
of the current year. The total output of coal, anthracite and 
lignite was 146,099 tons greater in the first half of 1900 than in 
that of 1899. The production of pig iron, &c. (“ fontes”) rose 
from 1,287,041 tons in the first half of 1899 to 1,341,988 tons in 
the same period of 1900. Manufactured iron shows a slight 
decrease, but the total output of steel manufactures rose to 
661,242 tons in the period from January to June of this year, 
from 629,219 tons last year, steel rails alone showing an increase 
of 18,105 tons. 


YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


GERMANY. 


H.M. Consul-General ati Berlin states that it is well-known that 
Proposed the German cotton spinner has repeatedly 
Modifications in agitated for an increase of the duty on cotton 
Seine tae ‘The spinners have proposed a duty of 62 
‘marks per 100 kilogs. on ‘“* No. 100 English,” 

which represents an increase of 166 per cent. over the present duty. 
The manufacturers have, naturally loudly protested against this 
increase, and have petitioned for a decrease of the duty on cotton 
yarn. The Union of German Yarn Consumers have suggested 
certain alterations in the Tariff, particularly for numbers 601-603. 
The proposals as to the duty on 100 kilos. cotton yarn are as 
follows :-— 


Amount, 
Proposed. Present. 
Marks. Marks. 
Single, unbleached yarn to No. 17 .. ane aa 3 12 
” ” 9 9 18 
” ” » 46-62... ine “a 12 24 
” ” » 62-82 ... ie a 15 24 


For two-thread single twist unbleached yarn an increase of 6 
marks for the lowest class up to No. 17 is proposed, and for each of 
the other numbers an increase of 3 marks. For two-tlread bleached. 
dyed and printed yarn an increase of 12 marks over the duty on 
one-thread yarn is proposed up to No. 17, and 9 marks increase 
for the other numbers. (Fureign Office, Annual Series, 2,523.) 
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It is stated in the recent report of H.M. Consul-General at Berlin, 
. that the putting of the last finishing touches on 
Bow caret for curtains and lace is a long and salons process 
and very injurious to the eyesight. Faulty 
” * places and imperfections in the goods are 
rectified and mended where necessary by women engaged for this 
purpose. The Consul-General adds, that a machine has been 
lately invented to perform this work, and after having undergone 
certain improvements, is now in use in the embroidery firms in the. 
neighbourhood of Falkenstein. It is stated that the machine is 
very exact, that it requires few workpeople, and that it is much 
more rapid than previous methods. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 
2,523.) 


AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
: from the inspectors and officers of Excise 
Corn Prices. in the week ended the 29th inst., were as 


follow :— 


For further particulars see Pp. 49. 


A statement is published on p. 50, showing the quantities of 

:__ the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
2 oe — imported into the United Kingdom during the 
: uce. week ended the 29th inst.; as well as of the 
imports during the corresponding week of 1809. 


CANADA. 


The Canadian apple crop of the present season, according to the 
United States Commercial Agent at Stanbridge, 
promises to be one of the best on record. 

He states that the export of apples last season was hardly up to 
the average, the aggregate going out from the port of Montreal 
being 286,000 barrels. In 1898, the shipments from that port 


Apple Crop. 
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amounted to 393,000 barrels. If present appearances are to be 
relied upon, the shipments this year will be double those of 
last year, provided, of course, there are sufficient facilities of trans- 
portation, and if the crop will not be such as will bring the price 
down to a figure at which exports are no longer profitable. 

Up to the present time Canadian growers have not packed their 
fruit in such shape as would make it attractive, and while the 
apples might be just as good as, and perhaps better than, the 
United States product, the price received for them in Europe has 
been below the figure received for the latter. 

It is said in some quarters of Canada that the size of the crop is 
not the special feature, but that the quality is beyond anything 
heretofore seen, and if this proves to be the case, and the Canadian 
packers will attend to their part of the business, the shipments 
abroad should be very large indeed. 


RUSSIA. 


A. new feature in the trade of Nicolaiev in 1899, according to this 
Nicolaiev Grain  "°POTt of the British Vice-Consul at that place, 
Trade was the appearance on the local market of 
. grain from such distant districts as Veronezh, 
Tambov, Samara, and from places on the Siberian Railway, where 
the harvest was abundant. The absence of cereals in the south 
caused merchants to search farther afield, with the result that 
they found it profitable to bring grain down this long way by rail. 
This is quite a new departure in the Nicolaiev trade, and must be 
considered important, as it is likely to develop; for the produce 
on the spot where it is grown is cheap, and the cost of transport 
hither is less than to the western frontier. At the same time, this 
branch of the export trade will depend on the demand from abroad, 
the harvest in the vicinity of the port, and on the prices current on 
the local market. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,522.) 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia states on the authority of 

the “Commercial and Industrial Gazette” of 

Beetroot Crop. _ S® Petersburg, which has obtained its informa- 

tion from official sources, that up to 1st/14th 

July, 1900, the beetroot plantations of Russia covered an area of 

488,864 dessiatines,* against 447,365 in 1899, or an increase of 

9°3 per cent. The state of the crop was very satisfactory in 52 per 

cent. of the total area, against 48:1 per cent. in 1899, and satis- 

factory in 32°5 per cent, against 32°8 in 1899. In all respects 
this year’s crops show an improvement. 


* 1 dessiatine = 2°7 acres. 
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NETHERLANDS. 
The increasing demand for rubber has drawn attention to the ad- 
Rubber Enter- vantages of cultivating gutta—a leading product 


ee in Java and in several of the neighbouring 
rise in the Dutch sJands. ‘The “Straits Budget” of the 23rd 
‘ August last states that the demand is expected 
to be greater when the different cable schemes now in hand are 
carried out. It is pointed out that gutta trees growing wild can- 
not meet the coming demand, which must soon outrun the supply 
unless gutta plantations extensive enough to meet future needs 
be laid out. Gutta leaves have been freely resorted to in order to 
eke out the market supplies of the article. The extraction of 
rubber from fresh leaves of the gutta tree has in consequence 
become an important branch of industry. To develop the latter, 
a company has been formed at Batavia under the style of 
the Borneo Gutta Percha Company, with a capital of 500,000 
guilders. The Company proposes to buy up and work a gutta 
factory at Miliouw on the Kapuas River in West Netherlands, 
Borneo. This factory is equipped for the extraction of gutta from 
fresh leaves by a process of French invention. The factory has 
cost 36,000 guilders. It is expected that the working capital at 
the start need not exceed 50,000 guilders, 


BRAZIL. 
The German Consul in Payta-Piara (Peru) reports the discovery 
New Rubbe of large rubber forests on the Niera River, a 
branch of the Amazon, which can be reached 
ong © from the middle of the tobacco plantations by 


an eight-days’ journey. Several German firms 
organised a large expedition to start for the interior and to secure 
the right to collect the rubber. As the natives are very poor, 
it is expected that cheap native labour will facilitate the collection. 
A special road is projected, which will touch Iquitos, via which 
town it is considered best to send all material, as it would 
be difficult to find a route which is shorter through the Piara 
district. 


PARAGUAY. 


The United States Consul at Asuncion reports that a stock 
company has recently been organised there to 

oe — cultivate yerba-mate, and is expected to start 
oe planting immediately. This is the first attempt 


that has been made to cultivate yerba on a large scale, as heretofore 
it has all been taken from the Yerbales, where it grows wild. . It 
promises, according to the Consul, to become a paying industry, the 
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consumption of this tea being enormous in all the River Plata 
countries. 

The following facts have been gathered from a recent visit to 
the colony Nueva Germania, in the Department of San Pedre, 
where this work is to be carried on :— 

In the first place, the seeds are passed through an acid bath. 
This is necessary, because each kernel is surrounded by a hard 
shell, which must be softened in order that the seed may sprout 
quickly. If planted in its natural state, from three to four years 
pass before the plant appears above the ground, while by preparing 
them in this way only three or four months are required for the 
growth to begin. 

Seeds from the male and female trees must be planted together 
to get good results. After eight or ten months, the plants are 
transplanted, and the company has to-day 2,000 ready to be 
moved. These will be placed in wooded land which has been 
partially cleared, and in four years the first crop will be ready. 
The mature plant is about 12ft. high, the branches touching the 
ground. ‘The leaves and small twigs are cut, dried over slow fires, 
baled, and then marketed. 

The sorting and refining is done after the arrival of the yerba in 
town, so that the planter requires nothing in the way of machinery, 
with the exception of his ovens. After the first cutting the plant 
must be left untouched for three years, in which time it reaches 
its full growth again. A plantation once well started requires 
comparatively little attention, as the plant is very hardy; but at 
the beginning great care must be taken to protect the small 
sprouts from the sun. This is done by placing shades of straw or 
strong grass over each plant on the side where the afternoon sun 
falls. It is better to water the plants when they are young, but 
this is not absolutely necessary if there is the average amount of 
rain. 

Yerba should always be planted in wooded land. It is claimed 
that by cultivation a much better article of yerba can be produced 
and the tea will bring a higher price. The Consul adds in con- 
clusion, ‘‘ It is said that the managers expect from 20 to 30 per 
cent. on the money invested. It is a business that is bound to 
increase, as the supply in the Yerbales will give out in time, 
while the consumption is continually increasing.” 


+ 
| 
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The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th inst., was 
Cotton Statistics. 44,953, and the number imported during the 
39 weeks ended the 27th inst., was 2,060,671. 
As regards exports, the figures are for the week ended the 27th 
inst., 6,743 bales, and for the 39 weeks, 264,845. 
For further details see p. 48. 


Flul. - 


A report on the trade and shipping and economic conditions 

generally of the Colony of Fiji, has recently 

Shi been issued by the Colonial Office. . 

Pping Trade.—According to this report the follow- 

ing table shows the value of the total imports into and exports 
from the Colony during the past three years :— 


Year. Imports, Exports. 

£ 


The bulk of the goods imported into the Colony come from 
Sydney, and there is no means of telling whether they are of 
British or foreign manufacture. The Customs Department re- 
port that, as far as can be ascertained, there has been a slight 
falling off in the importation of goods of foreign manufacture. 

The staple products of the Colony are sugar, copra, green 
fruit, and Colonial distilled spirit. The quantity and value of 
these exports during the past three years have been as follows :— 


Green Colonial 
Sugar. | Copra. Fruit. | Distilled Spirit, 
Year. 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Value. | Quantity.| Value. 
Tons. £ | Tons. £ £ Gallons. £ 
1897 --| 26,991 | 323,830 7,757 70,182 | 16,514 15,041 1,180 
1898 ...| 34,156 | 409,884 6,474 | 63,140 | 25,478 | 111,088 | 13,886 
1899 28,403 [340,602 | 7,228 | 73,421 | 30,606 | 132,440 | 16,343 


The decrease in the total value of exports for 1899 as compared 
with 1898 is accounted for by the falling off in the expori of sugar. 
This is due in part to the wet season, and also to the fact that some 
2,500 tons of sugar were awaiting shipment at the end of the year. 
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The export of copra for 1899 is greater than 1898 by 754 tons, 
but is less than 1897 by 527 tons. The 1899 crop, however, ex- 
ceeds that of any previous year, as, owing to the scarcity of ship- 
ping, there were some 3,200 tons more copra awaiting shipment at 
the end of 1899 than at the end of 1898. The 1899 crop may 
therefore be set down at from 10,000 to 11,000 tons. 

The export of green fruit, chiefly bananas, is increasing. Large 
areas have been planted by natives under agreement. 

Shipping.—The following statement shows the number and 
tonnage of the vessels entered at the two ports of entry during the 
years 1898 and 1899 :— 


Nationality. 1898. 1899. 
No. Tons. No. Tons. 
British ... 115 129,302 115 120,916 
Norwegian ote 7 2,857 8 4,685 
German 1 468 1,881 
All others ive ae oes + 1,065 5 - 1,309 
Total ... 127 133,692 130 128,791 
RUSSIA. 


According to the British Commercial Agent in Russia 
the ‘“‘ Exchange Gazette” of St. Petersburg 


Bg ema states that the question of the official intro- 
Wei a A duction of the metrical system of weights and 
cone ane measures has been decided in principle in an 


affirmative sense. The Ministry of Finance is 
now considering in what manner, and when, to carry out the pro- 
jected reform. 


The British Vice-Consul at Sevastopol, in a recent report, writes 
as follows :— 

Bene ‘eal “TI regret having to report that there is a 
Seeeetannt gradual and continued falling-off in these parts 
an in the demand for British goods and manufac- 

tures, owing to the competition of German, French, Belgian, and 
American manufacturers, who evidently find it possible to produce 
goods identical with the British article at so much lower prices, 
as quite to preclude the retailer from dealing in British goods.” 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,522.) 
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GERMANY. 


The export of musical instruments from Germany amounted in 

. 1899 to 3,776 tons with a value of 51,7691., 
gone compared with 3,909 tons with a value of 
60,161. in 1898. The past year, therefore, 
shows a decrease of 133 tons or 3°4 per cent. as to quantity, and a 
decrease in value of 8,392/. or 14 per cent. The cause of this 
retrogression seems to be the constantly decreasing export to the 
United States. 

H.M. Consul-General at Berlin notes that, since January, 1899, 
mechanical musical instruments, which were formerly included 
under the heading “ musical instruments,” have a special line for 
themselves in the Customs Tariff, so that it is now easy to see in 
which branch fluctuations of export and import take place. The 
principal market is still the United Kingdom, which takes 881 
tons, or 23°35 per cent. 

The- United Kingdom and her colonies are the best market for 
German pianos. Of the entire export of 11,863 tons in 1899, 
4,889 tons went to the United Kingdom; to British South Africa, 
1,975 tons; to India, 70 tons: and to Australia, 2,216 tons. 
This has led to the British taste being predominant in the 
ornamentation of the piano case. As a general rule, the old 
classical style is preferred. (oreign Office, Annual Series, 2,523.) 


FRANCE. 


The “ Revue de Statistique ” of 23rd ult. publishes the following 

. information regarding the oyster industry in 

— of France taken from the report of the Minister of 
Oysters. Marine on the fishing industry. 

“The highest value in the oysterindustry was attained in the years 
1877 (920,000/.) and 1878 (880,000/.). A marked decrease took 
place from 1879 to 1887, in which year the yield was only valued 
at 440,000/. From that time the yield gradually increased until 
in 1898 it reached a value of about 820,0001. In 1898 oysters 
were sold on the French coasts to the value of 619,000. for natives, 
and 121,000/. for Portuguese oysters. The value of the output in 
the principal districts was as follows:—Marennes 170,0001., 
Arcachon 112,000/., Vannes 78,000/., Oléron 47,000/., and Auray 
65,5001. Portuguese oysters were also sold to the value of 70,0001. 
at Marennes, 28,0001. at Oléron, and 27,000/. at Auray.” 


Oct. 4, 1900.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 45 


Miscelianeous. 


According to a statement published in the “Economiste Frangais” 
of the 22nd ult., the number of cycles taxed 
Tax on Cycles. in I'rance in each of the last six years was as 


follows :— 

Year. Number. 


| 


The amount of the tax realised in 1899 the sum of “4,338,820 
franes (about 173,5521.), 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


According to statistics supplied by the Government of the occupied 
provinces of Bosnia-Herzegovina, and published 
in the ‘Revue D Orient” of 20th ult., the 
imports during the year 1899 amounted to 
1,815,575 metric quintals and 9,488 head of 
cattle, whilst the exports were 4,710,270 metric quintals and 
245,835 head of cattle. The total trade, therefore, amounted to 
6,525,845 metric quintals and 253,323 head of cattle. 

Compared with the preceding year (1898), the imports have 
diminished 121,715 metric quintals (6°28 per cent.), whilst the 
exports increased by 848,510 metric quintals (21°97 per cent.). 
As regards the cattle trade the imports showed an increase of 
2,851 head of cattle (42°53 per cent.), and the exports a decrease of 
80,633 head (24°85 per cent.). 

It is to be hoped, adds the “ Revue D’Orient,” that the next 
statistics will show the values as well as the quantities, as without 
them it is impossible to obtain a fair and precise idea of the 
importance of the commercial exchanges of the provinces. 


Foreign Trade of 
Bosnia-Herze- 
govina in 1899. 


UNITED STATES. 


A despatch, dated 8th ult., has been received at the Foreign Office 
Trade in from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, en- 


closing an extract from the “ Chicago Cement 
fetees Ge Engineering News” on the trade in Port- 
land cement in the United States. The extract states that there 
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was asharp decline in the price of Portland cement during July and 
August, due to the slack demand and consequent accumulating 
stocks in mills of the Lehigh regions. The storage capacity being 
limited, large quantities were being shipped west and stored at 
convenient distributing points, otherwise the mills would either be 
compelled to shut down or greatly increase their storage capacity. 

For the past two years the domestic Portland cement industry 
has been overtaxed with orders far in excess of the capacity of the 
mills to supply, and at the same time about 2,000,000 barrels were 
annually imported. This enabled American mil!s to dictate high 
prices, and thus compensate for a long previous period of depression, 
during which American Portland cement was under the ban of 
prejudice. This era of high prices stimulated production ; old mills 
were enlarged, new mills were projected and built. In the State 
of Michigan, alone, fifteen new plants have been erected or are 
under construction, not counting numerous projects under con- 
sideration. There are fully 80 plants in ‘being, or under way, in 
the United States and Canada, that wil! in the near future compete 
for trade in the two countries. The present decline in prices must 
be regarded as legitimate and based upon the law of supply and 
demand. 

Cement has been sold in New York City at 1°684 dols., in 1,000 
barrel lots, and in Chicago at 1°87 dols. There is every assurance that 
present prices will be maintained for the remainder of the season.’ 

The effect of the decline in price of American Portland 
upon imports is uncertain; there is still a considerable import 
and export traffic of cement between England, Germany and 
Belgium, notwithstanding that each country named is a large 
producer. It is therefore reasonable to assume that the high 
grade European cements will still find a market in the United 
States, especially along the Atlantic coast line. Rates from 
German ports have already been cut to America, while another 
project has been canvassed to ship in bulk from the German mills 
to American ports, and repack for distribution after American 
methods. 


MEXICO. 


In the report recently issued by the Foreign Office on the trade of 
Commercial is to on com- 
Travellers’ Tax, ™eTcia! travellers, which 1s levied in every 
State, and differs in each. Up to the present 


it is not possible to pay one tax for the whole Republic, as each 
State collects its own revenue. Besides the tax, the commercial 
traveller has to conform to the dilatory methods of doing business 
that universally prevail. 
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Attention is also called to the fact that owing to the heavy tax 
levied in the State of Mazatlan on all travellers for the privilege 
of selling goods, very few will now even open their samples, and 
go away preferring to correspond with their customers and so get 
orders. This tax ranges from 50 to 300 dols., according to class of 
goods sold. On Manchester goods apparently from 200 dols. 
upwards have to be paid by the traveller. (Foreign Office, Annual 
Series, 2,527.) 
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Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 


at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 


and 39 Weeks ended 27th September, 1900. 


[Oct.4, 1900, 


| Week 


39 Weeks 
ended ended 
27th Sep- 27th Sep- 
tember, 1900. | tember, 1900. 
Imports. 
(Bales.) 
No. | No. 
— 106,995 
| 
Egyptian 1,620 267,575 
Miscellaneous 5,930 | 55,429 
| | 
44,953 | 2,060,671 
| 
Exports. 
( Baies.) 
| 
No. No 
American 4,240 | 162.238 
Brazilian 6co 11,904 
East Indian 795 | 23 836 
Egyptian | 1,108 | 58,855 


6,743 


| 264 845 


| 
| 
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Statement showing the Quantities Sold and Average Price of British 
Corn, per quarter of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure*, as received 
from the Inspectors and Officers of Excise in the week ended 
29th September, 1900, pursuant-to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


— Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Qrs. Bus. 
Wheat eee deo eve 72,604 0 28 
Barley oes 68,814 2 26 «(1 
Oats ... ase 25,620 2 17 32 


Comparative statement for the corresponding week in each of the years 
from 1896 to 1899 :— 


Quantities Sold. Average Price. 
Corre- 
sponding i 
Week in i 
Wheat. | Barley. Oats. | Wheat. | Barley. | Oats. 


Qrs. Bus. Qrs. Bus.| Qrs, Bus. s. 
1896 —....| 56,787 7 123,125 0 | 12,512 7 | 2 2 27 9 
1897 _—.....| 81,542 0 127,008 O | 15,106 4 | 33 4 29 10 16 4 
1898 —....| $0,909 4 117,759 7 | 27,014 3 | 2 9 | 27 0 | 16 7 
1899 —.,.| 79,612 4 97,917 7 | 23,193 0 | 2 6 | 2611 | 16 5 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of bariey, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| | 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 

uce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
29th September, 1900, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 
Week ended | Correspond- 
29th Sept., ing week 
1900. in 1899. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... Number 12,779 7,095 
Sheep and lambs ... ooo ooo ove ” 7,268 8,850 | 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef Cwts, 82,255 58,055 
a or preserved meat:— 
Cwts. 92,643 119,693 
Pork 4,979 9,014 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh -.. = 4,571 7,875 
Meat,preserved, otherwise than bysalting 9 8,874 8,100 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee eee oe Cwis, 55,977 75,129 
12,134 22,774 
Milk, condensed ... > 22" 936 16,056 
and cream, fresh or preserved, 
other than milk ... 138 20 
Eggs . |) Gert, Hundr, 326,692 492,592 
Poultry and game ove ooo Value £ 2,780 3,931 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) © ooo ese Cwts. 26.568 5,812 
meal and flour :— 
ove ove Cwits, 1,970,600 1,225,800 
Wheat-meal and flour ” 607,900 355,900 
» 589,200 812,600 
Oats 505,300 504,700 
Maize orIndiancorn ... ooo 880,200 1,028,900 
Fruit, raw :— Cwts. Bushels. 
Apples... 53,139 120,802 
Apricots and peaches* ove 1900. 727 
Cwts. Bushels. 
Cherries ... ooo ove 
Gra 61 468 
{ 90. 772 2,051 
Plums ove 5,295 22,310 
Strawberries* ... ove | 
Unenumerated ... ooo ooo 13,902 86,660 
Hay ... oon ove Tons. 2,635 4,215 
Hops ... Cwts. 1,748 2,403 
Vegetables, raw 
Onions eee ove eve Bushels. 189,285 286,174 
Unenumerated Value £ 9,019 29,078 
* These fruits were included with fruit unenumerated prior to 1900. 
t Included with vegetables unenumerated prior to 1900. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions. 
I.—IMPORTS. 


Statement of the Imports of Merchandise into the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(The Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Imports. 
Countries, Year | 
ending. 1898, 1899, | 1900. 
Belgium* (8 Months) ... | August ...) Francs 1,290,431,000 | 1,418,355,000 | 1,399,231,000 
France (8 Months) ...... August ...| Francs 3,121,905,000 | 3,023,912,000 | 2,999,866,000 
Spain* (7 Months) ...... July ...... Pesetas 317,862,000 | 509,862,000 | 489,776,000 
Portugal (3 Months) ... | March ...| Milreis 10,322,000 11,617,000 13,948,000 
Italy (7 Months) ...... | July ...../ Zire 858,197,000 867,594,000 | 910,645,000 
Austria-Hungary (7 July Kronen 999,268,000 | 953,667,000 | 987,218,000 
Months) 

United States (7 Mths.) | July ......| Dollars 377,945,000 448,547,000 503,075,000 

(1897-8.) (1898-9 ) (1899-1900. ) 
Mexicot ( 12 Months)... | June ...... Dollars 43,603,000 50,869,000 61,305,000 
British India (3 Months) | June ......| Rupees 15,64,94,835 17,52,65,072 17,27,30,123 

(1897-8.) (1898 9.) (1899-1900.) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... Dollars 125,141,597 | 147,343,422 | | 172,653,388 

Iv Pounps 
x £ 
Belgium* (8 Months) ... | August ... 51,617,000 56,734,000 55,969,000 
France (8 Months) ....... August 124,876,000 120,957,000 | 119,995,000 
Spain* (7 Months) ...... July 12,714,000 20,395,000 19,591,000 
Portugal (3 Months) ... | March 2,322,000 2,614,000 3,138,000 
Italy (7 Months) ......... July ...... 34,128,000 34,704,000 36,426,000 
Austria-Hungary July ... 41,636,000 39,786,000 41,134,000 
(7 Months) 

United States (7 Mths.) | July ...... 78,593,000 93.447,000 104,807,000 

(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (12 Months) ... | June....... 8,721,000 10,174,000 12.26 1,000 
British India (2 Months) | June ...... 15,649,484 17,526,507 17,273,012 
£ (1897-8.) £ (1898-9.) |£ (1899-1900) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... 26 071.000 80,696,000 35,969,000 
United Kingdom(s Ms.) ...... 309,064,000 317,327,000 | 337,967,000 


* Value of Principal Articles Imported only. 
t The values of the imports are stated in gold, and the dollar has been converted into 
English currency at the rate of 4s. The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 
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Trade of Foreign Countries and British Possessions—continued. 


EXPORTS. 


Statement of the Exports of Merchandise from the undermentioned 
Countries for which Returns have been received. 


(the Returns are exclusive of Bullion and Specie except where otherwise stated.) 


Period of Exports. 
Countries. Yer |—— 
ending 1898. 1899. 1900. 
Belgium* (8 Months)... | August ...| Francs 1,079,780,000 | 1,176,799,000 | 1,147,251,000 
France (8 Months) August ...! Francs 2,268,792,000 | 2,657,761,000 | 2,665,523,000 
Spain* (7 Months)... | July ...... Pesstas 454,525,000 | 413,731,000 | 400,924,000 
Portugal (3 Months) ... | March ...! Milreis 6,657,000 7,230,000 7,892,000 
Italy (7 Months) July ...... Lire 680,803,000 | 779,456,000 | 769,944,000 
Austria- July ......! Kronen 861,003,000 | 1,031,877,000 | 1,061,131,000 
(7 Mths.) 
United States (7 Mths.).. | July ...... Dollars 681,727,000 673,840.000 797,237,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9.) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicof (12 Months)... | June ......} Dollars 128,973,000 138,478,000 149,993,000 
British India (3 Months) | June ...... Rupees 29,10,25,892 26.38,49,140 | 24,38,91 605 
(1897-8. ) (1898-9.) (1899- 1900.) 
Canada (12 Months) ... | June ...... Dollars 139,402,279 | 132,675,691 | 152,318,917 
In Pounps 
Beigium* (8 Months)... | August 3.191 47, 72,000 45,890,000 
France (8. Months) August $0,752,000 106,310,000 106,613,000 
Spaia* (7 Months) a 18,181,900 16,549,000 16,037,000 
Portugal (3 Months) ... | March 1,498,000 1,627,000 1,775,000 
Italy (7 Months) July .....- 27,282,000 81,178,000 30,798,000 
ths.) 
United States ‘athe 142.026.000 140.383,000 | 166,091,000 
(1897-8.) (1898-9 ) | (1899-1900.) 
Mexicot (12 Months) ... | June ...... 12,897,000 13,848,000 14,999,000 
Re. Re. Rez. 
British India (3 Months) | June ...... 29,102,589 26,384,914 24.3%9,161 
£ (1897-8 ) £ (1898-9) |£ (1899-1900.) 
Canada te Months) ... | June ...... 29,042,000 27,641,000 31,837,000 
United Kingdom** August 152,784,000 171,976 000 193,912,000 
(8 Months) 


* Value of Principal Articles Exported only. 


‘+ The values of the exports are stated in silver and the dollar has been converted into 


English currency at the rate of ?s. 


The figures for Mexico include Bullion and Specie. 


** Exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of August, 1900, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 84d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
John Menzies & Co., Rose Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West Nile 
Street, Glasgow; or Messrs. Hodges, Figgis, & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Cuuntries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1899 is now issued, and may be 
purchased at a cost of 8s. 44d. at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly Accounts, 
deals with the imports and exports of the United Kingdom from 
and to each foreign country, British possession, and British 
protectorate for each of the years 1895 to 1899 inclusive, the 
imports and exports at the principal ports, transhipments, and 
bonded warehouse accounts. . 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade on the 
15th of each month. The number for the 15th ult. contains 
special articles on the State of the Labour Market in August: the 
Price of Bread: the Taff Vale Railway Dispute: Irish Migratory 
Agricultural Labourers in 1900: the Trade Union Congress: and 
Wages and Earnings of Agricultural Labourers: besides reports 
on Labour in the Colonies and Abroad, employment in the 
principal trades and districts, and Statistical Tables of Changes in 
Wages, Strikes, Accidents, &c., &c. 


RECENT PARLIAMENTARY PUBLICATIONS. 


Report by the Board of Trade respecting the applications to aad 
proceedings of the Board of Trade under the Electric Lighting Acts, 
1882 to 1890, during the past year. 229. Price 5d. 

This is the Annual Report of the Board of Trade as to Provisional 
Orders for electric lighting applied for and granted by them. In 
1899, the number of such applications was 109, the largest in any 
year since 1890, the numbers in 1897 and 1898 having been 55 
and 84 respectively. The Board of Trade in 1899 granted 90 
provisional orders, all of which except one were confirmed by 
Parliament. 
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Government Publications. 


Accounts relating to the Trade and Commerce of certain Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. No. VIII. 75-vii. Price 34d. 
_'ThiS is the eighth number of the accounts periodically issued by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, relating 
to the import and export trade of some of the principal Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions. The present number contains 
detailed statements relating to Germany, Holland, Belgium, 
France, Spain, Portugal, Italy, Austria-Hungary, the United 
States, British India, and Canada, the statements for each country 
dealing with the latest period for which returns have been received 
at the Board of Trade. 


General Report to the Board of Trade in regard to the Share and 
Iwan Capital, Traffic and Working Expenditure of the Railway 
Companies of the United Kingdom for the year 1899. [Cd. 308.] 
Price 44d. 

This Report, which is issued each year by the Board of Trade, 
shows that there was an increase of 4} per cent. in the receipts of 
the railway companies of the United Kingdom from passenger 
traffic in 1899 as compared with 1898, and of 5-9 per cent. in 
goods traffic, the net increase from all sources having been 5°6 per 
cent. The increase in passenger traffic was distributed over the 
different heads in the following proportions :—Ordinary passengers, 
first class, 5°3 per cent.; second class, 8°6 per cent.; third class, 
4 per cent.; season ticket holders, 4°7 per cent.; excess luggage, 
mails, &c., 4°3 per cent. The receipts per train mile averaged 
58°06d. in 1899, as compared with 57-48d. in 1898, but the 
expenditure per train mile also increased from 53°63d. to 34-62d. 


Statistical Abstract for the United Kingdom in each of the last 15 
years from 1885 to 1899. Torty-seventh number. [Cd. 306.] 
Price 1s. 2d. 

This publication, which is issued annually by the Board of Trade, 
contains an abstract of the principal statistics relating to the 
revenue and expenditure, imports and exports, shipping, agriculture, 
fisheries, railways, tramways, mines, joint stock companies, coinage, 


savings banks, post office, education, births, deaths, and marriages, 


crime, &c. of the United Kingdom for a series of years. The 
figures, as a rule, are carried down to the end of the year 1899. 


In the case of the revenue, the information given is for the financial 


years ended 31st March. 


Commercial No. 4 (1900). Reports from H.M. Representatives 
abroad on T'rade Mark: Laws and Requlations. Part II. [Cd. 358.] 
Price 3d. 


This return includes reports as to the legislation in force in the 
Argentine Republic, Bolivia, Ecuador, Guatemala, Hayti, Mexico, 


| 
| 
> 
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Government Publications. 


Paraguay, Peru, Santo Domingo, Uruguay and Venezuelat; as 
regards the registration of trade marks, and is issued in continuation 
of Commercial No. 2 (1900) noticed on p. 224 of the “ Board of 
Trade Journal ” for 26th July, which contains similar information as 
regards other countries. 


East India (Railways). Administration Report on the aay 
in India for 1899-1900. [Cd. 232.] Price 3s. 9d. 


This report shows that the total length of railways open for. 
traffic in India on the 31st March, 1900, was 23,763 miles, show- 
ing an increase of 1,272 miles on the figure at the corresponding 
date of last year. On the 31st March, 1900, 3,027 miles were still 
under construction. 

The total capital outlay on railways, open to traffic, amounted 
on 31st December, 1899, to 287-60 crores of rupees, being an 
increase of 15°51 crores of rupees as compared with the ex- 
penditure incurred to the end of the previous year. 

The gross earnings in 1899 amounted to 29,43,18,276 rupees, or 
1,96,75,927 rupees more than in the previous year; the working 
expenses amounted to 14,01,94,084 rupees, and absorbed 47°63 
per cent. of the gross earnings against 47°56 per cent. in 1898. 
The net earnings to 15,41,24,192 rupees being an increase ad 
1,01,25,369 rupees. 

The return on the capital expenditure was 5°34 per cent. against 
5°37 per cent. in the previous year. ° 


~ 


| 
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FOREIGN OFFICE AND COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


Rseorts of the Annual Series, 1900, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and 
may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


No. Place. Price, 
2371 Denmark (1898. Supplementary) $d. 
2372 Senegal and Dependencies ose eee ld. 
2373 German East Africa (Coast Towns) (1899) ove oo] Se. 
2374 Denmark. (1896-7 to 1900-1) .. soe ove ete || 
2375 Germany, Prussian Finance, 1897-1900 1d. 
2377 Hangchow (1898) ose ove 
2378 Portugal (1897 and 1898) 
2379 Hiogo and Osaka (1898) ove on | 
2380 Venice (1898-99) ove 
2381 Argentine Republic (Finances, 1898-99) .. ae oon | Bd. 
2382 New Orleans and District (1899) 
2385 Servia (1898 and 1§d. 
2384 Somali Coast ... 23d. 
2385 Thessaly (1899) ove 1d. 
2387 Havre (1899) ove >| 
2388 Ciudad Bolivar mi 
2390 Italy (189% and 1899) .. ose oo | 8d. 
2391 Texas (1899) . 
2392 Curacoa and Dependencies (1899) = inne ee 2d. 
2393 La Rochelle and District (1899)... 13d. 
2394 Charlestown and District — 14d. 
2395 Coquimbo (1898) 4d. 
2396 Trebizond and Sivas (1899) 13d. 
2397 Japan (1899) .. wee ane 
2398 Baltimore (1899) 2d. 
2399 Mozambique and Quilimane (1899) ose 1d, 
2460 Germany (189) 24d. 
2401 Stockholm and East Swedish Coast (1899) | 24d. 
2404 Aleppo ( 899)... ose 
2405 Palestine (1899) 1d. 
2406 Cadiz and D.strict (1899) 2d. 
2407 Corunna aad District (1899)... 24d. 
2408 Patras ead District (1899) ose ee ove eee 1d. 
2499 | Calaic (1x99) ... Od. 
2412 Brest (1899) ... 1d. 
2413 Lomhardy (1899) = 1d. 
2414 Chicago District (1899) 2d. 
2415 Bordeaux and District (1899)... 3d. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS—Oontinued. 

No. Place. | Price. 
2416 Trieste (1899)... 14d. 
2417 Leghorn and Ancona (1899) 2d. 
2418 Corsica (1899) eee 1d. 
2419 Samoa (1899)... ove ove oe 1d, 
2421 Ningpo (1899) ‘ eco ld. 
2423 New York (1899) ove oe oon] 
2425 Poland (1899) eee eee eee eee 23d. 
2427 Beira (1899) eee ose 13d. 
2430 Shasbih (1899) ose eee see 3d. 
2431 Hamburg (1599) we | 5d. 
2432 Wuchow (1899) ove ooo oof 
2433 Philadelphia (1899)... ove ose 24. 
2434 Foochow (189!) ove 
2435 Nice and District (1899) eee ove 

2436 Philippine Islands ose eee lid. 

2438 Genoa (1899) ase eee 2d. 
2439 Amsterdam (1899) eee eee 1d. 
2440 Pondicrerry (1899)... ose ove ld. 
2442 Persian Gulf (1899)... ove | 2d. 
2443 Swatow (1899) ove axe 
2444 Yokohama (1899) soe aes 1d. 
2445 Bilbao (1899) ove ‘i 
2447 Taganrog (1899) des owe 2d. 
2450 | Baden (1899) .. at 

va: 2453 Tripo:i (1899) ese vee id. 
2454 Porto Alegre (1899)... = la. 
2455 Denmark (1899) ove on 9d. } 
2457 Wuhu (1899) ... ie on} 
2460 Barcelona (1899) , eee 2hd. 
2461 | Goa (1899)... hd. 
2463 Honduras (1899) ove ove 1d. 
2464 Sonora (1899) ove eve eve 13d. 
2465 | Porto Rico (1899)... wel 
2467 Samshui (1899) ose soe 1d. 
2468 Salonica (1899) ae 23d. 
2469 Chinkiang (1899) ove ld. 
2170 Bahia (1899) ove eee ld. 
2471 Norway (1599) eee eco wee 4hd. . 


| 
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‘No. Place. Price. 
2472 | Algeria (1899) | Qhd. 
2475 Rio de Janeiro (1899) . eee 3d. 
2478 Chefoo (1899) 1d. 
2479 Argentine Republic (1899) 1d, 
2480 Buenos Ayres (1899)... so] 
2481 Chile (1899) ... ose Rd. 
2482 Greece (Finances in 1900) 
2483 Austria-Hungary (1899) bes 2d. 
2484 Frankfort-on-Main (1899) eee 3d. 
2485 French Indo-China _... hd. 
2488 | Guatemala (1899)... | Qkd. 
2490 Gothenburg (1899) __... oe | 23d, 
2491 Brunei and Sarawak (1899) 1d. 
24192 Hawaiian Islands des 1d. 
2495 Chinde (1899)... oon ows ese ld. 
2496 Lecce (1899) . | 
2497 Central Africa Protectorate (1898) ooo | 
2499 Newchwang (1899) __.... ld. 
2503 | Hakodate (1899) 
2504 Switzerland (Textiles i in 1898) 
2505 Riga (1899)... be 13d, 
2506 San Francisco (1899) ... 
2507 Northerr. Portugal (1899) 14d. 
2509 Port Said and Suez (1899) sais 1d. 
2512 Canton (1899) ne 1d 
2513 Madagascar (1899) vee coef 
| 2514 Dutch and French Giana (1899), 
| 2515 Belgium (1899) ik 
2516 Dantzig, Konigsberg and d Memel (1899) « 2d. 
2517 Madeira (1899) dd. 
2518 Chiengmai (1899) 4 ld. 
2522 Odessa and District (1899 = ant 
2524 South Italy (1899) Supplementary 
2525 North Formosa (1899) .. ld. 
2526 Argentine Republic (Finances) .. 1d. 
2527 Mexico (1899) 23d. 
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Miscellaneous Series. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad on 
subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued in 
1900, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. —. Price. 


519 Belgiwm.—F¥ lax Industry of Courtrai_... ove oe 4d. 
520 France.—Report on French Colonies ove 

521 Germany.—New Imperial German Mortgage Bank Law 
522 Russia.—Report on Russian Railways... ove ooo 4d 
523 Russia.—Report on the Russian Coal Crisis 4d 
524 Germany.—Report on the German Colonial Estimates for 1900 1d. 


525 Germany.—Memorandum on German Imports and Exports 
of “Iron and Ironware,” and “Implements, Machines,” 
&c., from 1897 to 1899 3d. 


526 United States. —Shipping and Shipbuilding on the American 
kes 


La 2d. 
527 Tripoli. —Agriculture, Horticulture, and other Natural Re- 

sources of Tripoli... 2d. 
528 Germeny.—Report on the German Colonies for the year 

ending June 40, 1899 3d. 
529 Russia.— Report on the Waterway between the Baltic and 

Black Sea ... ove Id. 
530 Brazil.—Report on the "State of Amazonas. 24d. 
531 Austria-Hungary.—Report on State encouragement to In- 

dustry in Hungary .. 
532 United States —Mining Industry of Colorado one ld. 
533 Russia.—Report on the Trans-Siberian Railway... 34d. 
534 Belgiwm.—Report on the present state of the Belgian Coal, 

Metal, and Glass Industries ... kd. 
535 Germany. —Report on German East Africa, 1892 to 1899... 3d. 
536 Germany.—Extension of German Subsidised Mail Steamers 

to South Africa ... ine ove aii | ld. 
537 United States.—Cattle Trade in Kansas $d. 

Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series have also been issued this 
year, and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 
1 Exchange of Notes between the United Kingdom and France 
respecting the Waiver of Consular Fees on the issue of 
certificates of origin ... $d, 


2 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France for the 
exchange of Press telegrams by night at reduced rates ...} $d, 
3 Declaration between the United Kingdom and France pro- 

longing for one year the Declaration of 11th December 
1888, regulating telegraphic communication between the 


two countries $d. 
4 Declaration between the United Kingdom and the Grand 

Duchy of Luxemburg “ae, the Reciprocal Protection 

of Trade Marks ts id. 
5 Procés-Verbal recording the accession of the Russian empire 

to the Cape Spartel International Lighthouse etme 

of 3lst May, 1865... 
6 International Sanitary Convention ove 3d. 
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Treaty Series—continued. 


Convention and Declaration between the United Kingdom 
and Germany for the settlement of the Samoan and other 
questions... 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America for the adjustment of ques- 
tions relating to Samoa... 

Treaty between the United Kingdom and the Republic of 
San Marino for the Mutual Extradition of Fugitive 
Criminals 

Convention between the United Kingdom, Germany, and 
the United States of America, relating to the Settlement 
of Certain Claims in Samoa by Arbitration . 

Convention between the United Kingdom and France, regu- 
lating the Telegraphic Communication between the two 
countries ... 

Accession of the Republic of Uruguay to the Convention 
signed at Geneva 22nd August, 1864, for the ameliora- 
— of the condition of the wounded in armies in the 

International Convention respecting the Liquor traffic in 
Africa 

Treaty of Friendship, “Commerce and Navigation between 

the United Kingdom and the Republic of Honduras 

Convention between the United Kingdom and Uruguay 

Agreement between the United Kingdom and Siam relative 
to the Regi-tration of British Subjecis in Siam ... oo 

Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 
States of America relative to the disposal of real and per- 


sonal property 

Convention between the United ‘Kingdom: and France for the 
establishment of a parcel post service between France and 
the British Colonies of —— lon, Hong —— and the Straits 
Settlements.. “ss 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
have been issued in 1900, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & 
Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 

Annual. 


Place. 


Jamaica = 
Lagos ose ose 
Seychelles 

Christmas and Cocos- Keeling Islands 
Straits Settlements... 

Basutoland 

Niger Coast Protectorate 

British Guiana 

Falkland Islands 

British New Guinea 

Bermuda 

Barbados 

Malta 
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No. | | Price. 
| 
@ 
9 | 
1d. 
10 
4 4d. 
| 
14 
lid. 
15 | id. 
16 | 
d, 
17 
| 4d. 
18 
No. | | Price. 
286 | iol 
294 oad. | 


